




















30m. Two transects were laid out, a long one extending south from the range parallel to
the creek, west of the site, and the other running due north from the northernmost
European structure. It was evident that the Illamurta site had suffered less damage and
attrition than Boggy Hole (although visitation is also now increasing), and also that a
European occupation of eighteen years, rather than two as at Boggy Hole, had left a more
substantial archaeological presence.

Between them the two sites cover both the Willshire phase of racial hostility (1880s) when
the Aborigines may be predicted to have kept a healthy distance from white men
synonymous with aggression, musket or rifle shot, and massacre, and the subsequent
reaction and conciliation phase, when Aboriginal interaction with Europeans may be
predicted to have increased and changed in character. The historical record to date
comprises British policy and counter-policy, missionary viewpoint and pastoral mythology:
it will be interesting to see what archaeology has to add to an indisputably biassed picture.

Judy Birmingham, University of Sydney. Photographs and plans, Andrew Wilson.
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Team members learning to use the short-wave radio, courtesy of the Conservation Commission.
The team camped at the Boggy Hole waterhole an hour's four-wheel drive from Hermannsburg,
and two and a quarter hours from Alice Springs. Contact was maintained by scheduled calls at
8.30 each morning
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