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Archaeology of the Overseas Chinese in Australia, New
Zealand and Papua New Guinea: a select bibliography

Peter Bell, Gordon Grimwade and Neville Ritchie

This bibliography is intended as a research tool to assist in the archaeological study of places
occupied by people of Chinese origin in Australia, Papua New Guinea (while it was under
Australian administration) and New Zealand in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It
concentrates on sources helpful to the study of material culture and the physical manifestations of
settlement. Generally, the bibliography lists only those sources whose principal subject matter is
the activities of Chinese in Australasia, and histories which contain only brief or incidental
mentions of Chinese are not included. Some local and regional histories of a more general nature
are included in cases where the Chinese numerically dominated the settlement of the district or
played a substantial role in a major local industry, for example in the Northern Territory, where
Chinese were the majority of the population from 1879 to 1910.

Studies of a political and social nature are also included where they provide general background to
Chinese settlement, or if they give references to potentially useful source materials. Theses and
other scholarly works are liberally represented even though their subject matter might be of little
archaeological interest, because they usually have good bibliographies. Some contemporary
polemic articles are included for the social background they provide, but the bibliography does not
seek to give a comprehensive coverage of the literature on racial attitudes.

The bibliography lists sources identified in the bibliographies of existing publications and reports,
library catalogues and the HERA Database. An effort has been made to inspect every source cited
and verify infornlation, but some entries have simply been repeated in good faith from the work of
others. The bibliography is lightly annotated in square brackets, principally to elucidate entries
whose subject matter and usefulness might not be evident from the title and imprint. No attempt
has been made to compile an index of places and subjects, although the compilers recognise this
would greatly increase the bibliography's value, and it is hoped an index will be added at a later
stage of the project. The bibliography is also in preparation as a Filemaker Pro database, which
may be available for sale through ASHA in the future.

There is a wealth of additional material in extensive primary sources such as newspapers, annual
reports of government departments and archival correspondence which are beyond the scope of this
bibliography, although some particularly valuable individual documents within such series are
included here. The major public libraries and archives have comprehensive indexes to sources of
these kinds in their collections.
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