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Archaeology of the Overseas Chinese in Australia, New
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Peter Bell, Gordon Grimwade and Neville Ritchie

This bibliography is intended as a research tool to assist in the archaeological study of places
occupied by people of Chinese origin in Australia, Papua New Guinea (while it was under
Australian administration) and New Zealand in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It
concentrates on sources helpful to the study of material culture and the physical manifestations of
settlement. Generally, the bibliography lists only those sources whose principal subject matter is
the activities of Chinese in Australasia, and histories which contain only brief or incidental
mentions of Chinese are not included. Some local and regional histories of a more general nature
are included in cases where the Chinese numerically dominated the settlement of the district or
played a substantial role in a major local industry, for example in the Northern Territory, where
Chinese were the majority of the population from 1879 to 1910.

Studies of a political and social nature are also included where they provide general background to
Chinese settlement, or if they give references to potentially useful source materials. Theses and
other scholarly works are liberally represented even though their subject matter might be of little
archaeological interest, because they usually have good bibliographies. Some contemporary
polemic articles are included for the social background they provide, but the bibliography does not
seek to give a comprehensive coverage of the literature on racial attitudes.

The bibliography lists sources identified in the bibliographies of existing publications and reports,
library catalogues and the HERA Database. An effort has been made to inspect every source cited
and verify infornlation, but some entries have simply been repeated in good faith from the work of
others. The bibliography is lightly annotated in square brackets, principally to elucidate entries
whose subject matter and usefulness might not be evident from the title and imprint. No attempt
has been made to compile an index of places and subjects, although the compilers recognise this
would greatly increase the bibliography's value, and it is hoped an index will be added at a later
stage of the project. The bibliography is also in preparation as a Filemaker Pro database, which
may be available for sale through ASHA in the future.

There is a wealth of additional material in extensive primary sources such as newspapers, annual
reports of government departments and archival correspondence which are beyond the scope of this
bibliography, although some particularly valuable individual documents within such series are
included here. The major public libraries and archives have comprehensive indexes to sources of
these kinds in their collections.
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Alfredson, G 1988a
Report 011 rhe Illirial Archaeological Survey of the Doughboy Creek Gold Project, (Brisbane, report to
Australian Groundwater Consultants Pty Ltd) [Doughboy Creek is on the Palmer Goldfield]

Alfredson, G 1988b
Reporr 011 the lllitial Archaeological Survey ofrhe Jessop Creek Gold Project. (Brisbane, report to Australian
Groundwater Consultants Pty Ltd) [Jessop Creek is on the Palmer Goldfield]

[A1lom, R] 1978
"The Atherton Joss House", Natiollal Trust of Queellslalld Journal 3. February 1978 pp2-3

Anderson, C & Mitchell, N 1981
"Kubara: a Kuku-Yalanji view of the Chinese in North Queensland", Aborigillal History 5. part I, pp21-37

Anonymous n.d.
"Deniliquin Chinese Quarter", Mitchell Library Newspaper Cuttings, volume 44, pp221-223

Anonymous 1863
"The Chinaman at the Goldfields", SUllday at Home la, pplO-1 I

Anonymous 1868
"Chinese in Sydney: sketches of opium smoking, and gambling", Illustrated Sydlley News. October 1868

Anonymous c1965
The Joss House. Launceston [Describes the temple exhibit in the Queen Victoria Museum, incorporating
artefacts from the Garibaldi and Weldborough temples]

Anonymous c1980
The Simulated Chillese Temple or Joss House. Cooktown [Typescript describing the temple exhibit in the
James Cook Historical Museum, partly replicated. but incorporating some historical artefacts from the
Maytown ternpie]

Anson. D 1983
"Typology and Seriation of Tin Wax Vesta Matchboxes from Central Otago: a new method for dating historic
sites in New Zealand" New Zealalld Journal ofArchaeology 5. ppl 15-138 [Includes boxes from Chinese sites]

Armstrong, W 1981
The Darwill Chillese alld Stereotypic Views, Darwin, unpublished paper

Atkinson, A 1984a
"Chinese Labour in Western Australia", Time Remembered 6, ppl64-178

Atkinson, A 1984b
Chillese Market Gardellillg ill the Perth Melropolitall Regioll, 1900-1920. Perth

Atkinson, A 1984c
The Socio-ecollomie Experience of Chinese Sojourllers ill Perth. Westerll Australia. 1900·1920, BA(Hons)
thesis, Murdoch University

Atkinson, A 1984d
"Some Socio-Economic Aspects of the Chinese Community in Perth 1900-1920", Early Doys: Joumal of the
Royal WeSlem Australiall Historical Society 9, no. 2, pp%-103

Atkinson, A 1985
"Perth's Chinese Laundry Workers, 1900-1920, and the effect of the Factories Act of 1904", Time
Remembered. special issue 5, pp64-83

Atkinson, A 1988
Asiall Inunigrants 10 Western Australia 1829-190I, Perth [Lists all Chinese immigrants to Western Australia,
their dates of arrival and occupations]
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Australian Survey Office 1977
Chinese Joss House, Bendigo, Melbourne

Barnard, J & Sheehan, M 1992
Chinese Discovery ofGold and Settlement in Ararat

Basedow, H 1905
"Primitive Methods of Chinese Mining", SOlllh Australian Parliamentary Papers, Paper 55/1906 pp45-50
[Describes mining practices in the Northern Territory, for the most part not discernibly Chinese in origin]

Beattie, GW 1986
The Settlemellt and Illtegration of the Chinese ill Brisbane, PhD thesis, University of Queensland

Bedford, SH, 1985a
"A Simplified Classification System for Tin Wax Vesta Matchboxes", New Zealalld Archaeological
Association Newsletter 28, no. I, pp44-64 [Includes boxes from Chinese sites]

Bedford, SH 1985b
"For Beautifying and Preserving the Teeth and Gums: bone toothbrushes and ceramic toothpaste pots from
historic sites in the Cromwell district", New Zealand Archaeological Association Newsletter 28, no. I, ppl72­
182 [Includes items from Chinese sites]

Bell, P 1982
Houses and Mining Settlement in North Queellslalld 1861-1920, PhD thesis, James Cook University [Brief
comparative analysis of bnilding materials used in Chinese and European habitations on late nineteenth
century mining fields pp304-31O]

Bell,P 1983
Pille Creek: a report to the National Trust ofAustralia (Nonhem Territory) all an archaeological assessme1l1
of sites of historic significallce ill the Pille Creek district, (James Cook University, report to the National
Trust, Northern Territory) [Includes some Chinese mining and settlement sites, temple sites and cooking
ovens]

Bell, P 1991
"Health, Diet and Mortality among Nineteenth Century Alluvial Miners in Tropical Queensland", in R
MacLeod & D Denoon (eds) Health and Healing in Tropical Australia and Papua New Guillea, James Cook
University pp166-177 [Refers to diet and health of Chinese miners]

Bell, P 1992
Historic Sites associated with Millillg alld Chinese Settlement ill North Queellslalld, (Adelaide, report to the
Australian Heritage Commission) [Assessment of ten sites nominated for the Register of the National Estate,
inclnding eight associated with Chinese mining and settlement]

Biskup, P 1970
"Foreign Coloured Labour in German New Guinea: a study in economic development", Journal of Pacific
History 5, pp85-107

Birtles, TG, 1967
A Survey ofLand Use, Settlement alld Society ill the Atherton-EvelYIl District, North Queellsland, 1880-1914,
MA thesis, University of Sydney [Useful comments on Chinese settlement and agricultural practices on the
Atherton tablelands, and Atherton Chinatown]

Birtles, TG, 1982
"Trees to Burn: settlement in the Atherton-Evelyn rainforest 1880-1900", North Australia Research BUI/etill,
8, pp31-85 [References to Chinese settlement and agricultural practices on the Atherton tablelands]

Blainey, G 1963
The Rush That Never Ended: a history of Australiall millillg, Melbourne [Broad background to Chinese
participation in Australian mining]

Blake, AMT 1975
Melbourne's Chillatown: the evollllioll of all illller, urball, ethllic Melbourne, BA(Hons) thesis, University of
Melbourne
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Bolton, GC 1963
A Thousand Miles Away: a history of North Queensland to 1920, Canberra [General background to Chinese
migration to the northern mining fields]

Bristow, P 1992
A Site Survey of Historic Goldminillg Sites in the Fraser River, Campbell's Creek, and Nuggetly Gully, Old
Man Rallge (Celltral Otago), (Dunedin, report to the Department of Conservation, Otago Conservancy)
[Includes descriptions of Chinese habitations and workings]

"Brooks" 1892
"A Gold Field Village in North Queensland: an early moming reverie", North QueenslandRegister, Christmas
Number 1892, pSI

BtOugh, JJ 1972
The Origin and Establishmellt of the Chinese Protectorate System in Victoria 1854-60, BA(Rons) thesis,
University of Melbourne

Brown, RYL & Basedow, R 1905
"Mines and Minerals", (in "Reports Resulting from Explorations made by the Government Geologist in the
Northern Territory") Sollth Australian ParliamellIary Papers, Paper 55/1906 pp25-37 [Report on geology and
mining activity with frequent brief references to Chinese settlement]

Brown. PB & Ingleton. SG 1966
A Sllldy of Chinese Joss Houses in Australia, BArch thesis, University of Melbourne

Brown, RB 1979
"Chinese on the Gilbert River Gold-field", Leelllres on North Queenslalld History, Third Series, James Cook
University pp169-180 [The Gilbert was a small alluvial goldfield in North Queensland, active 1869-1874]

Butler, P 1977
Opium and Gold: A History of the Chinese Miners ill New Zealand, Martinborough [A well-illustrated popular
social history of the NZ Chinese]

Cameron, F 1985
All Allalysis of BUIIOIlS, Clothillg Hardware and Textiles of the Nineteenth Century Chinese Goldllliners of
Central Otago, MA(Hons) thesis, University of Otago

Campbell, F [1985?]
lllterpretation of Cultural Heritage at Pine Creek, (Darwin, report to the National Trust, Northern Territory)

Campbell, F 1986
"A Forgotten Empire", Heritage Australia 5, no. 4, pp35-38 [Mining career of Ping Que in the Pine Creek
district 1874-1885]

Carrington, DL 1960
"Riots at Lambing Flat 1860-1861", Royal Australian Historical Society Journal 46

Cathie, IR 1954
Allti-Chinese Legislatioll in Victoria, 1855-1865, BA(Rons) thesis, University of Melbourne

Cawthornc, EM [1974]
The LOllg Journey: the story of the Chillese lalldings at Robe durillg the gold rush era 1852-63, [Robe]

Chan, C 1989
"Sze Yup Temple in Glebe, the Oldest Chinese Temple in Sydney", Heritage Australia 8, no. 2, pp6-10

Chan, R 1989
"The Chinese Communities in Australia: the way ahead in a neglected field of research", Journal of
lllIereultural Studies 10, no. I, pp33-47

Chase, A 1981
" 'All kind of nation': Aborigines and Asians in Cape York Peninsula", Aboriginal Histmy 5, part I, pp7-19
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Rolls, E 1992
Sojoul'llers: the epic stDlY of Chilla's cemuries-old relationship with Australia, St Lucia [A broad description
of Chinese migration to Australia before 1888; the best overview of the topic, but should be treated with
caution because of its uncritical use of secondary sources]

Ryan, J 1983
'Hewers ofWood and Drawers of Water', Chillese Immigratioll imo the Cololly of Westem Australia: from a
loose colltrolled system to prohibitive legislative colltrol, 1870-1901, BA(Hons) thesis, University of Western
Australia

Sedgewick, CP 1982
The Politics ofSIlITival: a social history of the Chillese ill New Zealalld, PhD thesis, University of Canterbury

See-Kee, C 1987
Chillese comributioll to early Darwill, Northern Territory Library Service Occasional Papers No, 3, Darwin

Seeto, FKY 1963
The Chillese ill Australia: a guide tv the literature, Dip Lib dissertation, University of New South Wales
[Known only from bibliographies; no copy could be located in 1992]

Serle, G 1963
The Goldell Age: a history of the Cololl)' ofVictoria 1851-1861, Melbourne [General history of the early gold
mining era in Victoria; chapter II pp 320-335 gives an account of Chinese immigration]

Shepherd, BW 1975
A History of the Pearlillg Illdustry of the North-West Coast of Australia from its Origills until 1916, MA
thesis, University of Western Australia [Chinese participation in this industry was marginal]

Sidebollom, P 1974
Racism of the Righteous: Tasmalliall attitudes to the Chillese ill Australia 1880-1890, BA(Hons) thesis,
University of Tasmania

Snoek, W 1984
Archaeological Report of Chillamails Wells, The Coorollg Natiollal Park, (Adelaide, report to the Department
of Environment and Planning)

Sowden, WJ 1882
The Northern Territory as it is, Adelaide

Stephens, SE 1971
"Maytown Cemetery", Historical Society Cail'lls North Queellslalld Bulletill 142 [Palmer Goldfield]

Stmllon, S 1942
"Chinese Tracks through the North", Walkabout, January 1942, p31

Swanson, EB 1963
"Chinese immigrants in New England", Armidale alld District Historical Society Journal no, II, pp26-35

Sze Pui, Taarn 1925
M)' Life alld Work, Innisfail [Goldfields immigrant who subsequently became a prominent merchant]

Sze Pui, Taarn 1970
"The Diary of Taam Sze Pui (known in English as Tom See Poy)", Historical Society Cairns North
Queellslalld Bulletill 130

Taarn Sze Pui,~ Sze Pui, Taarn

Tam Sic [1925]
Memoirs 1875-1925, unpublished typescript, Mitchell Library ML DOC. 1532 [Immigrant who mined on the
Palmer Goldfield 1875-79]
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Tamblyn, M 1988
Milles, Malley alld Mell: Northern Territory Millillg 1895-1921, unpublished manuscript. Perth [Biography of
Edwin Tamblyn, Pine Creek district mining investor]

Tamblyn, M 1990
Milles, Malley alld Mell: Top Elld Millillg 1895-1921, Darwin [Shortened version of Tamblyn 1988]

Tan, R 1958
The Chinese Question in Queensland during the nineteenth century: a brief history of racial conflict,
BA(Hons) thesis. University of Queensland

Tart,M 1911
The Life of Quollg Tart: or how a foreigller succeeded ill a British commullity, Sydney [Quong Tart was a
prominent Sydney merchant and a leader of the Chinese community]

Tierney, W 1972
"Chinese of Cairns and District", Historical Society Caims Norlh Queellslwld Bulletill 153

"Tramp" 1939a
"A Traveller's Sketches: hinterland jaunts 1903-1906", Cummills alld Campbell's MOlllhly Magazille, June
1939, pp18-20 [Describes the Cairns hinterland]

"Tramp" 1939b
"When Innisfail was Young". Cummills alld Campbell's MOlllhly Magazille, July 1939. pp49-50, 53

Travers, M 1988
Hatches Creek alld Wauchope Wolfram Milles: a history alld heritage assessmellt of physical remaills,
(Darwin, report to the National Trust of Australia, Northern Territory) [These mines south of Tennant Creek
were worked as a government enterprise in 1942-44 by Chinese miners evacuated from Nauru]

Travers, R 1981
Australiall Malldarill: Ihe life alld times ofQuollg Tart, Kenthurst

Tucker, JK 1868
The Aborigilles alld the Chillese ill Australia, Sydney

Tweed, D 1989
Cosmo Howley: a short history of a gold mille, Sydney [Dominion Mining Ltd in-house history of the
Cosmopolilan Howley. largest gold mine in the Northern Territory 1872-1892]

Van Kempen, E 1987
Survey ofHistoric Chillese Sites ill Queellslalld alld the Northern TerritO/y, (report to the Australian Heritage
Commission)

Van Leeuwen, M 1984
"New Gold Mountain - the Chinese at Rocky River: From discovery to display: the Chinese artifacts at
McCrossin's Mill, Uralla", Amlidale alld District Historical Society Journal, no. 27

Vincent, BA 1979
Report all a Survey of the Prehistoric alld Hisloric Sites all Waipori Stalioll, Otago, Anthropology
Department, University of Otago [Includes some descriptions of Chinese sites, including those of the Canton
Quartz Crushing Company, the only Chinese hard rock mining venture in New Zealand]

Vivian, H 1985
Tasmania's Chinese Heritage: all historical record of Chinese sites in lIorth east Tasmania, (Launceston,
report to the Queen Victoria Museum) [Describes 41 sites. principally connected with alluvial tin mining, and
has valuable transcripts of interviews with former residents]

Walden, S 1991
"Chinese in the North East", Loullcestoll Historical Society Papers alld Proceedillgs 3, pp67-79 [General
history of Chinese settlement on the northeast Tasmanian linfields, with a brief analysis of names and some
use of oral evidence]
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Walker, RB 1970
"Another Look at the Lambing Flat Riots, 1860-1861", Royal Australiall Historical Society Jourllal56

Wang, SW 1969
The Orgallisatioll of Chillese Emigratioll 1848-1888, with Special Referellce to Chillese Emigratioll to
Australia, MA thesis, Australian National University

Wang, SW 1978
The Orgallisatioll of Chillese Emigratioll 1848-1888, with Special Referellce to Chillese Emigratioll to
Australia, San Francisco

Wegars, P 1988
"The Asian Comparative Collection", Australiall Journal ofHistorical Archaeology 6, pp43-48 [Describes the
collection of artefacts, illustrations and documents in the Alfred W Bowers Laboratory of Anthropology at the
University of Idaho]

Wegars,P 1991
"Who's Been Workin' on the Railroad?: an examination of the construction, distribution and ethnic origins of
domed rock ovens on railroad-related sites", Historical Archaeology 25, 1, pp37-60 [Describes American
sites, but includes a brief comparative reference to Chinese ovens in Australia]

Wegner, J 1980
The Etheridge: a study of the history of the Etheridge Shire alld Goldfield 1845-1960, BEd-BA(Hons) thesis.
James Cook University [North Queensland goldfield with a substantial Chinese minority]

Wegner, J 1990
The Etheridge, James Cook University [Published version of Wegner 1980]

Welch,IH 1971
Pariahs and Outcasts: Christian missiolls to the Chinese ill Victoria ill the Iljneteellth cemury. MA thesis,
Monash University

Welsh, LV 1965-67
Stories alld Allecdotes about Chillese ill Ballarat, 1852-19--, unpublished typescript and illustrations in two
folders, Mitchell Library ML MSS.1268

Willmott, J 1957
The Pearlillg Illdustry ill Western Australia 1850-1916: a stlldy ill isolatioll, BA(Hons) thesis, University of
Western Australia [Chinese participation in this industry was marginal]

Willson, M 1989
The Gellerous Face: cOllcepts of persollhood alld trade amollg the Papua New Guillea Chillese, PhD thesis,
London School of Economics

Willson, M, Moore, C & Munro, D 1990
"Asian Workers in the Pacific", in C Moore, J Leckie, & D Munro, (eds) Labour ill the South Pacific, James
Cook University, pp78-107

Wilton, J 1988
HOllg Yuen: a cotllzlly store and its people, Armidale

Wilton, J 1989
"The Chinese in New England: the necessity of fieldwork, the fragility of memory", Oral History Association
ofAustralia Journal 11, pp42-57

Wixted, D 1987
The Preservatioll of Hou Wang Miau, Athertoll, paper at 57th ANZAAS Conference, Townsville [Atherton
Chinese temple]

Wong, DM 1987
Meaning and Behaviour in the Built Environment: a case study of Melbourne's Chillatowll, MArch thesis,
University of Melbourne
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WU,D 1982
The Chinese in Papua New Guinea, Hong Kong

Xia, J & Zhou, J 1986
Translations of Rock Engravings at North Head Quarantine Station, Sydney, (report to the NSW National
Parks and Wildlife Service)

Yong, CF 1965-66
"The Banana Trade and the Chinese in New South Wales and Victoria, 1901-1921", ANU Historical Journal
1,no.2,p28

Yong, CF 1966
The Chinese in New South Wales and Victoria 1901-1921, PhD thesis, Australian National University

Yong, CF 1977
The New Gold Mountain: the Chinese in Australia, Richmond SA [Principally concerned with the Chinese
communities of Melbourne and Sydney1
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