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STATE OF THE ART

ACT News
Compiled by Richard Morrison
Alps Cultural Heritage Study

At last there is some action in the ACT.
Research is being undertaken! The Australian
Alps National Parks has instigated a 6-month
study to identify national cultural heritage
values in the Alps National Parks. Gaps in
our knowledge about heritage and sites in
Namadgi National Park, Kosciusko National
Park, Snowy River National Park, Alpine
National Park and Mt Buller National Park
are to be identified. A program of projects to
‘fill the gaps’ will then be developed. If you
would like further information Debbie Argue
can explain fully (ph 02 6207 2167).

ANU Chinese History Workshop

A successful workshop was held in February
2000 on ‘Uncovering a Chinese legacy: an
American perspective’.  This was jointly
organised by the Centre for Archacological
Research and the Centre for the Study of the
Chinese Southern Diaspora. This involved
two Idaho visitors, Dr Priscilla Wegars,
founder of the University of Idaho’s Asian
American Comparative Collection, and
Professor Terry Abraham, Head of Special
Collections and Archives at the University of
Idaho. Both were key speakers at the
University of NSW conference on ‘The
Chinese in Australian and New Zealand
History’.

Australian Heritage Commission
Chinese Heritage Agreement
Future Chinese cultural conservation efforts

will have distinctive Australian roots with the
signing of an agreement between the two

countries on cultural heritage cooperation.
The Memorandum of Understanding signed
between the AHC and China’s State
Administration for Cultural Heritage (SACH)
is a significant outcome of three years spent
developing principles for the protection of
cultural sifes in China. Australia’s experience
in the conservation and management of
cultural sites contributed to the development
of China’s own guidelines.

ASHA Seminar on Chinese Projects

At the first seminar of the ASHA Seminar
Series in Sydney on 2 March, Kirsty
Altenburg talked about the AHC’s
involvement in the collaborative project with
the Chinese SACH and the Getty
Conservation Institute, USA, developing the
China Principles. Karl Zhao talked about
Chinese projects in which the NSW Heritage
Office is involved.

Photographic Database On Line

The AHC’s Heritage Photographic Database
contains more than 12,000 images of over
8,000 places in the Register of the National
Estate. This has recently been added to the
newly  upgraded AHC  web  site
(http://www.ahc.gov.au), complementing the
information in the RNE already available
here.

Recent Activity

AHC technical staff associated with the
historic and indigenous environments have
dedicated considerable time in the last month
assisting in the assessment of 401 applications
for funding from across Australia. These
applications were for ‘hands on’ conservation
works (where they related to historic heritage)
under the first round of the Cultural Heritage
Projects Program (CHPP). This is a new
Department of Environment and Heritage
program replacing the AHC’s National Estate
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