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Moreton Freezing Works (Thomas
Borthwick and Sons)

In December 1998 Ann Wallin and Associates
conducted a heritage study on the former
Borthwicks’ meatworks at Murarrie on the
Brisbane River. The facility operated between
1911 and 1981. Over the years fire and
vandalism have extensively damaged the
remaining buildings. The brief sought site
recording  prior to re-development.
Investigation centred on the surviving original
fabric: the Boiler House, Engine Room
(established on high masonry foundations as
protection from floodwaters), Engineering
workshop, Tallow House and tallow storage
sheds, remnants of the original Beef Kill Floor,
and a timber wharf.

A former Borthwicks® employee, retired
engineer Jim Cunningham, explained the
processing systems of the plant to the
consultants, enabling the surviving fabric to be
understood in an historical and technological
context. This stimulating, if at times macabre,
project identified and recorded the original
process and  subsequent  evolutionary
adaptations to the changing technological
environment. A draft report has been submitted
to the client and the Department of
Environment and Heritage.

Geoff Ginn, Ann Wallin and Associates

South Brisbane Test Excavations (South
East Transit Project)

In 1997 Queensland Transport undertook to
improve urban transport links by creating a
South East Busway from the Brisbane CDB to
the Gateway Motorway through to Logan City.
The initial Cultural Heritage assessment of the
proposed route identified significant areas
which could be impacted upon by the project.

Salvage excavation work commenced in
November 1998 in South Brisbane along
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project corridor. Further excavation work is to
occur in 1999.

Settlement of South Brisbane commenced
during the Moreton Bay penal era (1824-1842).
Much of the natural vegetation was cleared in
the late 1820's to grow grain and other
cultivated crops, leading to a number of
confrontations with local Aborigines. This
cultivation ceased around 1830.

Timber was hauled along tracks to the South
Brisbane riverbank for transport via ship to
Sydney. In 1842 thirty-six allotments of land
in South Brisbane were sold in the first land
sales held in Sydney. Shrewd investors noted
its potential as being the first point of contact
for visitors from Ipswich and the Downs. The
wharves along Stanley Quay were the
commercial hub of Brisbane settlement in the
1840s and by 1850 five wharves on Stanley
Quay handled 80% of local trade.

The region’s importance grew with increasing
residential development during the 1860s. In
the 1870s and 80s, Stanley Street remained the
main thoroughfare in South Brisbane. A
number of imposing buildings were erected
along it: Graham's Hotel, the Royal Mall, the
Plough Inn. The imposing Town Hall was
erected in 1892, joining the Stephens’
mansion ‘Cumbooquepa’ (now Somerville
House School) on the Vulture Street ridgeline
overlooking the river.

Major impacts on the study area have occurred
since the turn of the century as a result of
railway construction. Towards
Woolloongabba, the construction of the
Southeast Freeway from 1974 cut through the
historic Stanley Street precinct. Recently Expo
88, the convention centre and continuing work
at South Bank have all impacted upon the
region.

Historical research sought to pin-point sites of
potential archaeological interest.  Research
focused on places of historical industrial
activity, early non-indigenous habitation sites
and areas of high refuse deposition which are to
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