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THE STATE OF THE ART

New South Wales

Historical Archaeology Data
Collection Standards Workshop

Venue: Sydney Cove Authority Conference
Room

Date: 11 March 1998
Time: 9.00 am to 1.00 pm

Aims of the Workshop
The purpose of this initial Workshop is to get
agreement among consulting and academic

practitioners and agencies about minimum
standards for:

* collecting archaeological data from

excavations

collecting archaeological data from surveys

and other sources of information

* managing archaeological collections
(artefacts and records)

This is a complex task and cannot be
completed in one meeting. Therefore the NSW
Heritage Councils Archaeology Advisory Panel
wishes to use the meeting to get the feel of the
archaeological community about how far they
wish to see the issue taken. to outline a
process of consultation and the development of
standards that are embraced by consultants
heritage agencies and academic researchers. If
you would like to register to attend the
Workshop please call Caitlin Allen of the
Heritage Office on (02) 9849 9569 by 5.00
Friday 6th March

Archaeological Repository in N.S.W.

The issue of a repository for artefacts recovered
from archaeological excavations in NSW has
had a long history. The Heritage Act 1977
recognised that regular archaeological
excavations would produce quantities of
artefacts which would need permanent storage.

Unfortunately the nominated repository had
little extra space for such a purpose. Since
then artefact collections have been stored in
various places depending on the client. While
some clients, particularly government ones,
will organise and fund long-term storage,
private developers are obviously much less
willing, especially once their connection to the
site has ended. Many of these collections, if
not in the consultant’s back shed, are in
temporary paid storage.

The resulting situation is that artefact
collections are scattered throughout the state
and that the status of most is unknown. While
it is likely that some have already been lost,
other collections would be in danger of being
disturbed, of deterioration, or of fading labels.
It is not possible to monitor most of these
collections.

A recent feasibility study commissioned by the
Heritage Office of NSW has indicated that a
preferred option for the establishment of the
repository is Newcastle Regional Museum.
The Museum has buildings that could be
adapted for such a use and staff who are
enthusiastic about the repository’s
possibilities. These latter include making
available reports and databases on the Internet,
making artefacts available via inter-museum
loans, and artefact exhibits. To date the
Newcastle Regional Museum is the best
option to come to light.

As ASHA members you are encouraged to send
the letter attached to the Heritage Office of
NSW expressing your support for the
establishment of a repository and to encourage
the Heritage Office to fully investigate the
Newcastle option. The establishment of such
a repository would obviously be a step forward
in encouraging scholarship, to increasing the
availability of information, and to ensuring
that significant collections of artefacts, often
the only physical remains of the site, are
available to future researchers.

















