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THE STATE OF THE ART

New South Wales

Historical Archaeology Data
Collection Standards Workshop

Venue: Sydney Cove Authority Conference
Room

Date: II March 1998
Time: 9.00 am to 1.00 pm

Aims of the Workshop
The purpose of this initial Workshop is to get
agreement among consulting and academic
practitioners and agencies about minimum
standards for:

* collecting archaeological data from
excavations

* collecting archaeological data from surveys
and other sources of information

* managing archaeological collections
(artefacts and records)

This is a complex task and cannot be
completed in one meeting. Therefore the NSW
Heritage Councils Archaeology Advisory Panel
wishes to use the meeting to get the feel of the
archaeological community about how far they
wish to see the issue taken. to outline a
process of consultation and the development of
standards that are embraced by consultants
heritage agencies and academic researchers. If
you would like to register to attend the
Workshop please call Caitlin Allen of the
Heritage Office on (02) 9849 9569 by 5.00
Friday 6th March

Archaeological Repository in N.S.W.

The issue of a repository for artefacts recovered
from archaeological excavations in NSW has
had a long history. The Heritage Acr 1977
recognised that regular archaeological
excavations would produce quantities of
artefacts which would need permanent slOrage.
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Unfortunately the nominated repository had
little extra space for such a purpose. Since
then artefact collections have been stored in
various places depending on the client. While
some clients. particularly government ones,
will organise and fund long-term storage,
private developers are obviously much less
willing, especially once their connection to the
site has ended. Many of these collections, if
not in tbe consultant's back shed, 3re in
temporary paid storage.

The resulting situation is that artefact
collections are scattered throughout the state
and that the status of most is unknown. While
it is likely that some have already been lost,
other collections would be in danger of being
disturbed, of deterioration, or of fading labels.
It is not possible to monitor most of these
collections.

A recent feasibility study commissioned by the
Heritage Office of NSW has indicated that a
preferred option for the establishment of the
repository is Newcastle Regional Museum.
The Museum has buildings that could be
adapted for such a use and staff who are
enthusiastic about the repository's
possibilities. These latter include making
available reports and databases on the Internet,
making artefacts available via inter-museum
loans, and artefact exhibits. To date the
Newcastle Regional Museum is the best
option to come to light.

As ASHA members you are encouraged to send
the letter attached to the Heritage Office of
NSW expressing your support for the
establishment of a repository and to encourage
the Heritage Office to fully investigate the
Newcastle option. The establishment of such
a repository would obviously be a step forward
in encouraging scholarship, to increasing the
availability of information, and to ensuring
that significant collections of artefacts. often
the only physical remains of the site, arc
available to future researchers.









implications of undertaking this important role
and make it the priority of any new
organisation.

La Trobe University

Excavations at Kelly and Lucas'
Adventure Bay Whaling Station

During November and December a team of
archaeologists and archaeology students from
La Trobe and Flinders Universities carried out
excavations at the site of Kelly and Lucas'
Adventure Bay Whaling Station on Bruny
Island. These are the fust excavations at a site
that bas heen surveyed and published several
times in the past, most notably by Nigel
Prickett in Archaeology ofNew Zealand (1993)
and by Parry Kostoglou in Shore Based
Whaling in Tasmania Archaeological Research
Project. Volume 1: Industry Overview and
Recommendations. (Department of Parks and
Wildlife Tasmania, Hobart, 1995). The
excavations uncovered the remains of a
substantial two roomed stone building with a
brick fireplace, a storage building, two hearths
and a tryworks. The underwater survey work
located a whale skull and lower jawbone about
80 metres north of the small beach at the
whaling station site.

The site was a shore based whaling station run
by James Kelly and Thomas Lucas, two
Hobart entrepreneurs and leaders in the whaling
industry. It was in operation by 1829 and
continued to be used on a seasonal basis until
at least 1841. The station is one of four at
Adventure Bay, and one of at least five stations
around Tasmania owned or managed by James
Kelly between 1824 and 1854. There are
reports of bay whaling activity in the area from
1804, but the first confirmed occupation of
this site was in 1829 when James Kelly
applied for a first class allotment 'for the
purpose of carrying on the whale fishery'.
According to the missionary G.A. Robinson,
who visited the region in that year, Kelly was
already in partnership with Lucas at that time.
The allotment was a three acre site
immediately opposite Penguin Island, and on
that site Kelly proposed to erect 'a works and
necessary dwelling house of thirty feet front
and fit for carrying on the whale fishing'. By
1841 Kelly was able to certify that the
improvements he'd made on the land were
valued at £200 (Evans Shore Based Whaling in
Tasmania Historical Research Project.
Volume 2: Site Histories. Department of
Parks and Wildlife Tasmania, Hobart 1993).
Kelly encountered financial problems shortly
thereafter and the station probably closed the
following year, although a survey of the area

in 1842 indicated that he still held the lease on
the station.

During the period of the station's use, it was
part of a flourishing fishery in and around
Adventure Bay. There were three other stations
occupying leases there and the township of
Cookville was surveyed in order to
accommodate those leases. In 1829 there were
between 80 and 90 men at the bay engaged in
whaling. The stations were occupied on a
seasonal basis over the winter months, and
because of their proximity to Hobart there
would have been frequent opportunity for
supplies to be taken on.

The site is located at Grass Point, on two
benches two metres and five metres above the
high tide mark on a level terrace 100 metres
long and 70 metres wide. Excavation centred
on three domestic structures and one of the
tryworks. A 25 square metre trench on the
main structure revealed a stone building 12
metres long and five metres wide. It was
initially built as a two roomed structure with a
brick fireplace and a doorway at each end, and
was expertly constructed of coursed random
rubble. Subsequently, the fireplace in the
southern room was filled in and removed and
the northern room was further subdivided into
two compartments, one of which had a stone
flagged floor. This was the largest building on
the site and may have served as the quarters of
the headman on the station. In front of this
building was a more roughly built stone
structure 2.5 metres wide and three metres
long. It was a single compartment with no
fireplace and a door on the southern side and
may have been used for storage.

Two structures that were associated with crew
accommodation were also investigated. Five
by five metre trenches were excavated at each,
and revealed the remains of stone fireplaces but
no other structural evidence. The most intact
fireplace retained an in-situ brick hearth, while
the semi-circular shape of the stone chimney
was reminiscent of the Cornish chimneys
documented by Jim Allen at Port Essington.
A trench 6.5 metres by 5.5 metres situated
immediately adjacent to the shingle beach
revealed the footings of a remarkably intact
tryworks. The tryworks was consisted of a
brick core encased in a masonry shell. The
core contained two adjacent hearths, each with
its own stoke hole and flue, separated by a
brick plinth. A thick deposit of burnt oil, the
remains of the blubber scraps used as fuel,
encrusted the brick floors of the hearths and
stokeholes.

Faunal remains were prominent among the
artefacts recovered, and primarily consisted of




