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Committee, and its other members will still corne
from around Sydney and Newcastle. Some aspects
of this arrangement may sound impractical but,
given goodwill and a Secretary who can e-mail
agendas to New Zealand and Melbourne and take
back comments and questions to the meetings of the
Committee, it can be made to work. It is, I hope, the
beginnings of a move towards the broader
geographical base that this Society must in time
develop. With these things in mind, I would like to
again suggest (as I did several years ago) that
members of ASHA in centres other that Sydney
form themselves into groups which can meet
informally for mutual benefit, or even more formally
if sufficient people are involved.

As I wrote this report, I found myself looking at the
current program of the Prehistoric Society, that for
many years has been centred on London. Not any
longer, it seems, for it now holds meetings not only
in London but also in Birmingham, Durham,
Leicester, Newcastle, Norwich, Sheffield,
Southampton, and Exeter. Admittedly the
demography of Britain is very different from our
own but nevertheless I think that there is a lesson
there for us if we just think about it. Similarly, that
same Society has a large membership, of which a
good half are not professional archaeologists but
merely interested members of the public. But then
the Society organizes all sorts of events for its
members, such as regular one-day conferences on
selected subjects, and weekend field tours of sites
and museums, as well as more ambitious and longer
overseas tours of the same sort. Last year's
Committee thought I was joking when I suggested
that perhaps we should try a modest experiment or
two along the same lines, but I do think that perhaps
we should. Between us we have the know-how to do
far more than we are doing and by some of these
means we could not only improve the Society's
finances but we could also attract more members
from the public at large. So, are any of you going to
volunteer?

Almost my last point, I have to remark on our
success in recent years in moving our Conference
about. Since 1990 it has been in Auckland,
Melbourne, Sydney, Adelaide, Newcastle, Hobart,
Sydney, and now Queenstown. That is a pretty good
track record but it is only because in each case there
have been interested members of the Society wilIing
to do a lot of work to organise things. This year we
have Neville Ritchie and his associates to thank for
the Conference but what about next year?
Personally, I think it is long overdue for the
Conference to go to Queensland but we do need
someone to take it on and to see that it really
happens. Last year's conference was a sad example
of what can go wrong when the wheel comes off.
That Conference was to have been held in Canberra,
but the sickness of both organisers, not long before
it was due to take place, resulted in it being moved
at the last minute to Sydney.

And my last point, is to place on record the fact that
the President of this Society was one of those
invited to join the new National Cultural Heritage

Forum, which is a small body set up by the
Australian Commonwealth Government to advise its
relevant ministers. This, I would stress is an
appointment that will pass from me to our next
President and is I think a singular recognition not of
any particular individual but of this Society. Clearly
we have arrived, when even governments have
discovered our existence. I celebrated the fact by
formally proposing that the Australian government
should create a Cultural Heritage Publication Fund.
So, watch this space!

I cannot finish, however, without thanking most
sincerely all those who have helped to keep this
Society together over the last year. Some I have
already mentioned but others, including Mary
Casey, Jean Smith, Warwick Pearson, Ted
Higginbotham, Rowan Ward, Andrew Wilson,
Noeleen Curran, Jennie Lindbergh, Claire Everett,
and Geoff Svenson have all helped to keep the good
ship afloat In addition, I would like to be able to
extend the best wishes of all of us to Judy
Birmingham, without whom this Society would not
have started in the first place. With the loss of her
husband earlier this year and her recent injury whilst
doing fieldwork in Central Australia, she has had a
difficult year and is unable to be with us. I am sure
that we all wish her well, and look forward to seeing
her back in action very soon. And so as we look
forward to another year of this Society, can I remind
you all that not only does this Society need us, every
one of us, but we also need this Society.

Thank you for listening.

Graham COflnah
Canberra
29 September 1997
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ASHA PUBLICATIONS

Australasian Historical Archaeology
Special offer Vals. 2·12 (inclusive) $10.00 each

Volume 1
Volume 2
Volume 3
Volume 4
VolumeS
Volume 6
Volume 7
Volume 8
Volume 9
Volume to
Volume II
Volume 12
Volume 13
Volume 14

Major Publications

Members

$10.00
$10.00
$13.00
$14.00
$15.00
$16.00
S17.OO
S18.OO
$18.00
$18.00
$18.00
$18.00
$18.00

Non-members
out ojprillt

$15.00
$15.00
$17.00
$18.00
$19.00
$20.00
$21.00
$22.00
$22.00
$22.00
$22.00
$22.00
S22.00

Birmingham, Bairstow & Wilson (cds) $26.00
Archaeology and Colonisation: Australia in (he World Context, Papers from the Seventh Annual ASHA Conference

Birmingham. J.
Wybalenna: The Archaeology of Cultural Accommodation in Nineteenth Century Tasmania

Rogers, B.
Nineteenth Century Salt Manufacturing Sites in Tasmania

Occasional Papers

$36.00

$12.50

Maureen Bryne;
Eleanor Crosby;
Marjorie Graham
R.Y.J. Vannan

Ross Bridge, Tasmania
Survey and excavations at Fort Dundas, Melville lrland, NT.
Printed Ceramicr in Aurtralia
The Marseilles or French Pattern Tile in Australia

$6.00 each

Postage and packing in Australia:
Journals - Occasional Papers add $4.00 per item

Major publications add $6.50 per item

Postage and packing overseas (surface mail):
Journals - Occasional Papers add $5.00 per item

Major publications add $15.00 per item

ACT

NSW
NZ

NT
QLD
SA
TAS
VIC
WA

ASHA CONTACTS
Richard Morrison, c/AHC, GPO Box 1567, Canberra 2601

Jennie Lindbergh, 23 Thomas Street, Darlington, 2008
Neville Ritchie, Dept of Conservation, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton, NZ

Lloyd Browne, P.O. Box 3013, Darwin, NT, 0801
Gordon Grimwade, P a Box 9, Yungaburra, 4872
Mark Staniforth, Archaeology, Flinders University, PO Box 2100, Adelaide 5001
Michael Jones, Parks and Wildlife Service, GPO Box 44A, Hobart 7000
Fiona Weaver, 4 The Avenue, Belmont 3216
Myra Stanbury, WA Museum, Cliff St, Fremantle 6160

ph. (06) 217 2133
fax (06) 2172095
ph. (02) 9698 2417
ph. (0011 64) 838
3363
ph. (08) 8985 2981
ph. (070) 953 3737
ph. (08) 201 2595
ph. (002) 33 6596
ph. (052) 43 1462
ph. (09) 335 8211
fax (09) 430 5120
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