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OVERSEAS NEWS

La Salle’s Ship, 1686

The Texas Historical Commission (THC) conducted
an underwater archaeological project during the summer
of 1995 and discovered the wreck of the Belle. Barto
Amold, State Marine Archaeologist, is the project
director. The 65 ton barque longue was lost in 1686 in
Matagorda Bay, Texas as the French explorer La Salle
unsuccessfully attempted to found a colony on the coast
of the Gulf of Mexico. Test excavations revealed well
preserved hull remains, other organic artefacts, as well
as more durable artefacts typically found on shipwreck
sites. Artefacts included an ornately decorated bronze
cannon, pottery vessels - some with contents preserved,
and trade goods such as bronze straight pins and hawk
bells.

In January, 1996, the THC returned to the site for
further testing in order to fully delineate the extent of
the hull remains. This information was necessary in
order to plan exactly where and how large a coffer dam
to build. The coffer dam will enable the THC marine
archaeologists to pump out the interior and excavate
without the hindrance of near zero visibility. The THC
archaeologists found that the extant hull remains
measured 53°x 15°,

The La Salle Shipwreck Project has a WEB site at the
address http://129.109.57.188/index.htm.

Barto Arnold
Texas Historical Commission
PO Box 12276, Austin, TX 78711

THE STATE OF THE ART

South Australia

SA has been fairly quiet recently, with people away
over Christmas and no new projects initiated. However,
old projects are continuing and some are nearing
completion.

Susan Lawrence has finished the final report on the
fieldwork at Port Willunga, which was conducted as a
class exercise with Flinders University historical
archaeology students. Preparations are now underway to
conduct test excavations at the site in late June, also
with students from Flinders University. The report on
excavations at Moranis Farm, Melrose, is in final draft
stage and also expected shortly. Susan’s PhD thesis
has been accepted by La Trobe University, and an
abstract is presented in the Research Notes Section of
this newsletter. This year there has been one honours
student at Flinders working in historical archaeology.
Di Smith completed three theses on subjects relating to
the material culture of women missionaries in the
Solomon Islands between the wars.

In February, Mark Staniforth was in Sydney for two
weeks looking at collections of Chinese export
porcelain from land site excavations at First
Government House and in the Rocks area. He is
comparing these with the Sydney Cove shipwreck
collection as well as the archaeological collections from
Cape Town such as Bree Street, Sea Street and
Harrington Street. Mark spent five weeks at the
Department of Archaeology at the University of Cape
Town (UCT) courtesy of a Flinders University Post-
graduate overseas travel award just before Christmas. At
UCT there is an active program in historical
archaeology conducted by Professor Martin Hall and in
maritime archaeology conducted by Dr Bruno Werz.
















































































































































