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THE STATE OF THE ART

Few reports have been received this quarter on work
in progress or recently completed.

New South Wales
Investigation of the Convict Ship Hive

Dave Nutley, Maritime Archaeologist, NSW Dept of
Planning reports that the remains of the convict
transport Hive (1820-1835) were located at Bherwerre
Beach during a Dept of Planning remote sensing
survey conducted in December 1994. A prediction was
made of the likely location of the remains following
extensive research of historic documents as well as
local reports of ship's timbers exposed on the beach in
1974. With the assistance of Australian Defense
Industries who supplied personnel and magnetometers,
remains were located within the predicted area. The
main magnetic anomaly was located below the low
water mark. Five smaller but significant magnetic
anomalies were also located under the beach sand in
the tidal zone. In addition, possible evidence of the
survivors'camp in the form of coke, and early
nineteenth century ceramic and glass were located as
surface deposits. These items are among sand dunes at
the rear of the beach and within a discrete area.

The resulting report recommended that further
investigation be undertaken in order to determine
whether the remains were just those of the convict
transport Hive or both the Hive and the Moreton Bay
built schooner Blackbird. The Blackbird was built in
1828 and was wrecked in January 1836 while
salvaging material from the Hive. The work will also
help to guide future interpretation and management of
the site and to provide an indication of its research
potential.

The team will be returning to the site at the end of
April 1995. Exploratory excavations will be conducted
on remains under the beach sand in the tidal zone. The
remains in the surf zone are effectively inaccessible
for excavation purposes due to the dynamic nature of
the sea. Work in this zone will be restricted to probe
surveys and to obtaining core samples of timber for
analysis.

The remains under the beach sand are below the water
table. Excavations on these anomalies will require a
caisson of sheet piles to secure the walls of the 2.5 to
3.0m deep hole. The caisson will be kept flooded to
stabilise the hole and retard the ingress of sand.

The main area of wreckage, being below the low water
mark is subject to the provisions of the Historic
Shipwrecks Act 1976. Disturbance of this site requires
an excavation permit to be issued by the Director of
Planning as the NSW Delegate for the administration
of the Commonwealth Historic Shipwrecks Act. The
strip of beach sand between low and high water mark
is part of NSW. A Section 140 application was
therefore also lodged under the NSW Heritage Act
1977.

ASHA Talk Dates

Tony Lowe of the ASHA Committee reports that the
dates of the remaining 1995 talks have been slightly
revised in some instances as follows (please amend
your yellow card):

Thursday 27 April
Judy Birmingham, 4rchaeology of the British Empire:
a post colonial perspective.

Thursday 22 June
Robert Varman, The archaeology of the three
settlements, Kingston, Norfolk Island.






































































































