THE AUSTRALASIAN SOCIETY FOR HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY

NEWSLETTER

Registered for posting as a Print Post Publication NBH 28012

Box 220 Holme Building
University of Sydney 2006

ISSN 0156-9295 Phone (02) 6922763 Fax (02) 6924203
The State of the Art concerned and an assessment of their significance.
Recommendations for management actions are
made to the Region and to the Mining Sites

New South Wales Commiltee.
Godden Mackay move. David has also been supervising a National

Godden-Mackay have announced their move to 56
Waterloo Street, Surry Hills, N.S.W. 2010. Phone
(02) 319 4811, Fax (02) 319 4383.

Victoria

At the launch of the National Trust book on
Cemeteries, (24 April) the Minister for Planning
and Development, Mr Rod Maclellan announced
that Cabinet had decided to move Maritime and
Historic Archaeology from Aboriginal Affairs
Victoria to the Heritage Branch of his ministry.

How this will effect archaeology in Victoria is
unclear, although it effectively prevents any
reunification of archaeology into a single unit. It is
good news for the Post-Contact archaeologies as
they looked out of place in Aboriginal Affairs and
the Ministry of Health and Community Services.

Questions still remain about the administration of
the Archaeological and Aboriginal Relics
Preservation Act and how contact site will be dealt
with. There will be a prorated battle over resources
and a long period of settling in in the Heritage
Branch (who are not particularly field orientated).
However this may be a positive move at last.

Goldfields Mining Sites

David Bannear has been working in the Bendigo
Region of the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources for over 18 month on a project
to record and assess mining sites within the
Bendigo Region. As this region includes the major
fields of Bendigo, Maldon, Castlemanie-Chewton,
Dunolly and Heathcote it is not surprising that this
is a long term project.

David reports on each mining district, (which is
how mining was administered) giving an outline
on mining history, description of the sites

Employment Initiative program to undertaking
some site clearing and interpretation on 7 mining
sites around Bendigo and Maldon.

At the end of the project Victoria will have a
comprehensive record of its mining heritage as
well as seven sites interpreted to the public.

Western Australia

All has becn relatively quiet in Western Australia
over the last several months.

Fiona Bush has just rcturned from eight months in
the United states accompanying her husband Mark
during his visiting fellowship to the Engineering
Department of the University of Delaware. In a
stroke of good luck George Miller, the ceramics
expert, had just moved to the Department of
Anthropology, allowing Fiona to spend most of her
time working as his rescarch assistant. Having
experienced some of the best of American artefact
analysis, Fiona is now bursting with a thousand
ideas for ceramics projects in Australia.

Gaye Naton and Martin Gibbs are still labouring
away at (heir Ph. D. theses when they are not
otherwise engaged. Sally McGann has also
commenced an M.A. on the mid-19th century
pearling camps around Shark Bay, in the midwest
region of W.A.

Peter Bindon of the W.A. Museum has been
undertaking further excavations at Fremantle
Prison, formerly the main convict prison for
Western Australia, and closed only two years ago.
Of particular interest is the series of underground
rooms and chambers, as well as a network of drains
which have recently been uncovered, although
there is no news of what has been found in these,
or exactly what they were originally used for.








































































