











issue. I think it is vital that we temporarily put
aside our pretensions towards theory and try to
work out the methodological basis on which our
empirical research should proceed. I look forward
to the Adelaide conference and hope that we can
expect an exciting and productive outcome.

Martin Gibbs
ASHA COMMITTEE

News from the President

At the first meeting of the National Commitiee for

the year 1992-1993 an invitation to hold the

Annual Conference for 1993 in Adelaide was

gratefully accepted. It is likely that this will be in
- lIate September or carly October.

There was also some discussion of an idea to hold
regular meetings of the Society in Sydney.
Agreement was reached to hold such meetings at
8.00 pm on Thursdays 25 February, 22 April, 24
June, 26 August and 25 November, at a location to
be arranged in central Sydney. At each meeting a
member of the Society will be invited to speak
about their recent work, and refreshments will be
provided afterwards. On each occasion the
Committee will meet before the general meeting
takes place. Denis Gojak and myself are at present
arranging a suitable venue and a selection of
speakers, and it is my intention to send each
member of the Society a printed program for these
meetings. This should be accomplished by the end
of January.

It was felt that the increasingly national and indeed
international interests of the Society indicated that
the time had now arrived to hold such a program of
meetings for all members and their guests each
year. We realised that many interstate members
will not be able to attend meetings in Sydney on a
regular basis but we hope that they will attempt to
do so whenever they are visiting for other purposes.
As for those of you within easy reach of the centre
of Sydney, we need your support if this experiment
is to succeed. The major purpose of a Sociefy such
as this is communication in all possible forms;
quite a lot can be achieved in this regard by those
of us who can meet together once every other
month. We have avoided September and October
in the program because the Conference will be on
then, when we will look forward to a really record
breaking gathering in Adelaide. So please, write
these things down now in your beautiful, clean new
1993 Diary.

One for the Record

At the Society's Annual General Meeting in
November this year, Judy Birmingham stood down
from the Presidency of the Society after a
remarkable thirteen years service. It is appropriate
for me, as the new President, to record the Society's
recognition of her many and devoted efforts in this
role.

Judy was founding member of the Society in 1969
and was its Secretary from 1969-1980 before
becoming President. She remains currently the
Joint Editor (with Brian Egloff) of the Journal and
a Vice-President of the Society. From 1988-1991
she was also Newsletter Editor. Over the years she
has contributed a great deal both to the Society and
to Australian historical archaeology as a whole, as
she will no doubt continue to do in the future. Itis
no exaggeration to say that she has been one of a
small band of people who was instrumental in
establishing historical archaeology in Australia. It
is gratifying to see that the University of Sydney
has this year promoted her to Associate Professor,
in recognition of her services to scholarship. It is
much to be hoped that those services will long
continue.

At the recent Annual General Meeting a vote of
thanks to Judy was passed unanimously for her
work as President of the Society over so many
ymrs.

Graham Connah -
1992 Annual General Meeting

The AHSA AGM was held during the conference.
Some highlights included:

Election of the 1992-93 Committee
President Graham Connah
Vice Presidents Judy Birmingham
Iima Powell
Treasurer Ted Higginbotham
Secretary Jean Smith
Committee Mary Casey
Aedeen Cremin
Denis Gojak
Anthony Lowe
Clare Watson
Adoption of constitution



Two significant special resolutions were passed.
The first changed the name of the Society to the
Australiasian Society for Historical Archaeology.
This reflects the expanded scope of the Society to
study New Zealand, the Pacific and Southeast Asia.

The second was to adopt the new constitution as
published in the Winter issue of the Newsletter.

THE GOOD WORD

Clark, M. 1992 A Historian's Apprenticeship,
Melbourne University Press, Melbourne. $24.95

Manning Clark sits in the Ausiralian historical
landscape like a sort of Ayers Rock. Regardless of
what you might like to think of The History of
Australia, all six volumes are there and it cannot be
ignored. Separate from Manning Clark's historical
work are the two volumes of his autobiography,
The Puzzles of Childhood and The Quest for
Grace.

This book has come as a sort of finale to Manning
Clark's autobiographical and historical work. The
two meet and the biographical is used to explain
the historical. For Clark argues that it is what is
inside a historian's heart that influences what is
written.

For Manning Clark it is his own interest in the
failings of the "human heart" or human nature that
drives his own historical work. Although he claims
not to see the origins of this interest, it clearly lies
in his own self doubts and self criticisms as well as
his fathers thwarted career.

The History of Australia is populated by flawed
individuals always striving for some goal they
never reach, held back by flaws in their own
character. Clark's historical sketches of Wentworth
and Robert OHara Burke are reprinted as
appendices in this book as way of example.

As an aside, I wonder whether the voice talking of
flaws of others, is that of the perfectionist, sternly
critical of the faults of others, yet an even sterner
internal critic of Clark's own fauits to the point
where he couldn't write because he was not good
enough. It is a role that Clark never offered up
among those be acknowledged in his personality.

Clark wrote history about people and about life. His
first chapter in A Historian's Apprenticeship
explains this. The second discusses the writing and
the influences on his work. It is not surprising that
Thucydides, Carlyle, Gibbon and Macaulay get a
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mention as examples of historical writing that
Manning Clark drew on. They all fit in the same
‘school' of narrative history. He also understood as
much from the physical environment in which the
historical events were played out. Indeed he
expresses regret for not paying enough attention to

this aspect.

The work, as he admits in the third chapter did not
proceed in a linear fashion but in fits and starts,
both the research and the writing were haphazard
(it is a relief to find that others work in that way).

To conclude, this is not a book that explains what
sized file cards Manning Clark used nor a
theoretical text arguing for a particular historical
approach but an attempt to explain what he did as a
historian and the struggle he went through to get
there. Manning Clark starts with the historical and
the autobiographical separate but in this book they
have merged so that the past becomes the present
and the historian is revealed to be writing his own
history as well as Australia's.

EDITORIAL

CRM Under Threat ??

Is Cultural Resource Management in crisis? It
seems from the news items that there is a good deal
to be concerned about with changes in South
Australia and Victoria as well as the Heritage
Review in NSW and the Heritage Council in
Western Australia. In New Zealand the acts
protecting heritage are being reviewed by the nght-
wing Nationalist Government.
Much of the recent growth in historic\a\l
archaeology has been due to the availability of
work through CRM agencies either as direct
projects or as a result of the legislation they
administer. If this were to vanish, the effects on
historical archaeology, both in terms of jobs and
protection of archaeological sites and their contents
would be dramatic. ,
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The main issue is not so much a political desire to
dismantle historical archaeology but the effects of
years of bureaucratic change. VAS for example was
moving from one part of the bureaucracy to the
other about every 3 to 6 months, the Heritage
Branch in SA seems about to do the same. All this
does not improve service delivery, it diverts the
limited professional resources of each agency into
long battles to ensure that something logical
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survives.

If archaeologists arc really concerned about the
need to conserve Australia’s archaeological
heritage then this crisis needs to be addressed.
Members of the agencies concerned, as impartial
public servants, have limited opportunities to
present arguments in favour of maintaining or
improving their agencies. However others (je
ASHA members) need not be so inhibited.
Politicians are there to be lobbied and questioned
and some interesting questions could be asked, for
example, on how splitting the Heritage Branch in
SA could be seen as improving the protection of
heritage.

Without some form of external political lobbying
the CRM agencies may well fade away leaving the
preservation of Australia's and New Zealand's
archaeological heritage to the good will of the free
market. Dare to struggle - dare to win!!

The Anabasis

Whether it was the declining Ozzie dollar or the
Paul Hogan "Put another shrimp on the barbie"
campaign that caused it, Australia has been
deluged by visiting archaeologists. The first
indication was Lewis Binford who was followed by
Mark Leone, Lord Renfrew, Prof Angus Buchanan,
Bob Schyler, Patrick Martin, Mary Beaudry,
Margaret Rule, Lars Kvarning and George Bass (to
name only the ones visiting Melbourne).

Last issue, Lewis Binford had just passed through
leaving an impression of a very dynamic and
articulate individual. Mark Leone, in contrast,
lacked the messianic nature of Binford but was no
less articulate. Having been a fan of Leone's
writing it was fascinating to hear him speak and
see his slides of places such as the Pacca garden in
Annapolis. What impressed me was his openness
to questioners from professors to students.

Lord Renfrew whizzed in, gave a good talk on the
Agean and was off again. A bit like the Queen.

Angus Buchanan was visiting from Bath and gave
two lectures in Melbourne. Unfortunately, I missed
most of them. However, the lecture I did see on the
development of steam technology was well
presented and very articulate and knowledgeable.
Angus Buchannan was later interviewed on Late
Night Live on Radio National.

Those who visited the ASHA Conference will
know of the quality of the three American speakers
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Bob Schyler, Patrick Martin and Mary Beaudry.
What was interesting was the theme of rejecting
the post modernist approaches to archacology
typified by the work of Leone. What a pity he
wasn't there to present his perspective. It was
extraordinary to hear archaeologists standing up
and boasting that they were empiricists. Mary
Beaudry deserves a particular note of sympathy as
she seemed to be suffering from a bad bout of
jetlag.

Margaret Rule and Lars Kvarning were on tour
courtesy of the National Maritime Museum. Their
talk at Scienceworks (Melboume's new museum)
coincided with a huge storm and downpour that cut
the power 20 minutes prior to the talks start!
Fortunately the City of Williamstown was able to
restore power and there were mno further
disruptions.

Both were impressive speakers. Margaret Rule
described the Mary Rose project from the wrecking
to the restoration. I was not aware of the amount of
detailed archaeological excavation undertaken
prior to the raising of the hull. Lars Kvarning then
described the raising of the Vasa. I must admit he
destroyed a long cherished belief of mine that they
filled the Vasz with ping pong balls and floated it
to the surface. In fact they undertook a simple
salvage operation and I think were quite Iucky that
the ship's hull withstood it. Both ships are slowly
coming out of a long period of conservation and are
being displayed along with their associated finds.
Perhaps the talks could have been sponsored by the
Swedish and United Kingdom tourist commissions
as everyone seemed inspired to visit the respective
Museums.

George Bass, who was at Monash University for

their classical society, talked on trade in the Bronze -

Age Aegean. I enjoyed the story he told and how
his work is challenging the given norms of Bronze
Age trade. He had just flown out of the
Mediterranean and punctuated his talk with
expressions such as "we found this last week"
which made me feel more of the excitement of his
work. He came across as an unashamed empiricist,
claiming to be lead where the data took him.

For those who were fortunate to catch even one of
these visitors it was a fascinating experience.

However the questions still remains unanswered,
what caused this archaeological anabasis?

Other matters

1 hope to get out four issues next year. For this I :



need copy or I will have to resort to invention! Do
not rely on me finding you please send any copy to
me:

Iain Stuart

ASHA Newsletter Editor
c/o P.O. Box 262

Albert Park, Vic. 3206

Fax (03) 696 2947

At the AGM it was brought to my attention that I
should be signing the editorials so that everyone
knows who I am.

Thanks to Peter Bell, Kristal Buckley, Graham
Connah, Martin Gibbs, Denis Gojak, Kieran Hosty,
Sarah Kenderdine, Jane Lydon, Patrick Martin,
Angie McGowan, Cath Snelgrove, Ian Smith and
Skerick.

Iain Stuart.

RESEARCH PROJECTS

Patrick Martin, Associate Professor of
Archaeology, Michigan Technological University,
is cumrently on sabbatical leave in Australia
gathering data for a comparative study of mining
communities. Martin's home institution, Michigan
Tech, is the former Michigan School of Mines and
is situated in the Lake Superior Copper District in
Michigan's Upper Peninsula. As such, he has been
studying some of the copper mining companies and
communities that dot the landscape, combining
historical and archaeological data to help
understand the development of this important
industry.

"The distinctive characteristic of the Lake Superior
copper deposits is that they are predominantly
native copper, metallic copper unalloyed with other
elements. As such, they have been mined for
several thousand years by Native Americans, and
the copper was traded over a significant portion of
the North American continent. Europeans were
made aware of the copper's presence in the
seventeenth century, and made several abortive
attempts to develop mines in this frontier region.
It wasn't until the early 1840s, however, that
successful mining was begun, and America's first
great mineral rush focused on the copper of the
Keweenaw Peninsula. Over the following 130
years, several hundred companies were formed to
exploit the mineral wealth of the region.
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Approximately 12 billion pounds of refined copper

were removed, providing a substantial portion of -

the world supply, and supporting a population of
up to 100,000 at the industry's peak in the early
20th century. With the mines closed and current
population in the region at about 35,000, there are
good opportunities to study the rise and fall of a
mining district from the perspectives of history and
archaeology. Some of this work is being done
under the aegis of heritage legislation and land
managing agencies, while some is strictly a matter
of scholarly investigation.

"The establishment of a mining district in the
frontier wildemess of the Upper Great Lakes
required the importation of labor and technological
know-how after the initial period of exploration.
The United States had not developed a tradition of
mining expertise by this time, and it was only
logical that the managers turned to European
mining districts for skilled workers.. Large
numbers of Comish mining men were recruited to
develop mining properties, bringing their
experience in deep, hard rock mines to this new
field. Besides the Cornish captains, there were
Irish laborers, fresh from the potato famine, and
new German immigrants, as well. In fact, each of
the state and federal census documents during the
first 60 years of mining show that more than 70%
of the district's residents were foreign-born.

*This mixture of ethnic and national variation,
combined within the structures of mining company
ownership and management, resulted in interesting
social systems. While the national ethos called for
a melting pot of cultures, and the interests of
companies in developing a compliant workforce
reinforced homogenization and citizenship, there
were forces at work that emphasized separateness

and maintenance of ethnic boundaries. These*

forces played out in aremas such as churches,
mutual aid societies, and ethnic neighbourhood.
The matter of settlement is of particular interest to
archaeologists, for it is a material matter,
susceptible to study through archaeological means.
In the context of company-owned housing schemes,
this dimension. ~takes on some additional
significance, since it is possible to explore the
extent to which settlement location is chosen
and/or manipulated. Furthermore, it is possible to
examine the interplay of ethnicity and social status,
the degree to which these are interrelated, and their
material expression in the archaeological record.

"While the Lake Superor district is rich in
material for  archaeological
anthropological impulse requires = controlled

study, am -
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comparison; even if certain patterns are evident in
the one area, can they be generalized to broader
contexts? This is where the interest in South
Australian copper mines arises. In many ways, the
development of the South Australian mines
provides a perfect comparative parallel for Lake
Superior. Both districts were discovered in the
early 1840s, both enjoyed significant success prior
to gold rushes in their respective countries and lost
miners to those rushes, both were in relatively
unsettled regions (though South Australia had a
small pre-existent population and agricultural
base), and both depended heavily on Cornish
mining expertise to provide technology and
organizational direction. In both cases, the
industry was crucial to establishing a healthy
economic base for the region, and continued to

~ supply a source of wealth and employment well

into the twentieth century.

"My particular interests, beyond a general
comparison of the two districts, focus on the
relationship of workers to the companies and the
means by which they did or did not maintain
separate ethnic identities. = Upon superficial
examination, the Cornish in South Australia
appear to have been more successful in
maintaining a separate identity than their

‘counterparts in the Lake Superior district. While

this particular group of experienced miners had
influence in both regions, the SA Cornish seem to
have been more pervasive that the LS Comish. Is
this difference reflected in the archaeological
record? Is there a material distinction measurable
between the two districts, in terms of house size,
layout, location, furnishings, foodstuffs, disposal
practices etc? Is there more or less difference
displayed between the Comnish managers and other
miners, such as the Irish or Welsh? Are ethnic
differences detectable at the artifact assemblage
level, or do the homogenizing forces of industrial
capitalism overwhelm differences measurable by
archaeologists? Are the company-owned and
controlled residential locations of Lake Superior
fundamentally the same as their counterparts in
Australia? These are some of the questions I wish
to pursue, after gaining some level of control over
the makeup of the communities and the nature of
the archaeological record.

"I cannot hope to collect sufficient data during this
short visit to attack such a range of questions.
Instead, I intend to assess the potential for longer-
term research, an assessment that is not possible
from a North American base. While the Australian
mining sites are known, there are insufficient
published references to determine what remains.

Heritage studies undertaken in South Australia are
simply not available in the US. And many sites
have not seen substantial attention by Australian
scholars. It is mecessary to visit sites, archives,
agencies, and individuals to gain some appreciation
of the scope of material available for comparative
study. My visit, thus far, has been very rewarding.
The sites are fantastic, the people and institutions
most accommodating. If anything, I'll have far
more information than I can handle; certainly
enough to flesh out some grant proposals. I
anticipate secking support for one or more seasons
of fieldwork, in cooperation with at least omne
Australian university, with particular emphasis on
field methods training for students at both
undergraduate and post-graduate levels. I am
hopeful that the current atmosphere encouraging
the ‘“internationalization of education” will
enhance our funding chances. I will also pursue
other avenues to spend additional time in
Australia, including possibilities of visiting
positions and/or educational exchanges, and for
supporting reciprocal visits of students. Any
suggestions or advice along these lines will be

gratefully accepted!”

Kingston and Arthur's Vale
Historic Area Management Board
Historical Archaeologist
Expressions of Interest

Norfolk Island

[|The KAVHA Board is seeking expressions of f|

interest from archaeologists interested as acting as a
consultant to the Board in relation to its undertaking

| an archacologist ovr a three year period with specific I
commissions to be negotiated annually.




ASHA PUBLICATIONS

The Australian Journal of Historical Archaeology

Members Non-members
Volume 1 (1983) out of print
Volume 2 (1984) $10.00 $15.00
Volume 3 (1985) $10.00 $15.00
Volume 4 (1986) $13.00 $17.00
Volume 5 (1987) $14.00 $18.00
Volume 6 (1988) $15.00 $19.00

Major Publications

Birmingham, Bairstow & Wilson (eds)
Archaeology of Colonisation: Australia in the World Context
Papers from the Seventh Annual ASHA Conference 1987
$26.00

Birmingham & Bairstow (eds)
Papers in Australian Historical Archaeology
Selected ASHA Newsletier Articles 1969-1982
$20.00

Occasional Papers
$6.00 each

Maureen Byme Ross Bridge, Tasinania

Eleanor Crosby Survey and Excavations at Fort Dundas, Melville Island, NT

Marjorie Graham Printed Ceramics in Australia

R.VJ. Varman The Marseilles or French Pattern Tile in Australia

Lithgow Regional Library (ed.) Lithgow Pottery: A Source Book Part IT
Holmes, Kate Windsor Barracks

Postage & packing in Australia add $2.50 per item
Postage & packing overseas add $5.00 per item

ASHA CONTACTS

State Representatives:

A.CT. . Dr Mike Pearson c¢/o AHC GPO Box 1567, Canberra 2601

New South Wales Barbara Fitzroy 56 Central Ave, Como 2226 I

Northern Territory Position vacant g . al
Queensland Eleanor Crosby 21 Castle Hill Drive, Nerang 4211 SEEEE
South Australia Peter Bell c/o DEP GPO Box 667, Adelaide 5001 5
Tasmania Angela McGowan 7 Cosgrove Ave, South Hobart 7000

Victoria Iain Stuart VAS 29-31 Victoria Ave, Albert Park 3206 3 15y
Western Australia Myra Stanbury WA Maritime Museum Cliff St, Fremantle 6160 —: .-
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