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THE STATE OF THE ART

New South Wales:

Historic Sites and the NPWS

A complete review of the NPWS Historic Places Register
is to be undertaken by the Historical and Archaeological
Services Branch during April - September 1990,
involving a complete review of the ¢.1300 recorded sites.
District and regional summaries will be produced by
Research  Architect  Geolf  Ashley,  Historical
Archaeologist Denis Gojak and historical consultant Carol
Liston.

Other current projects include continuing analysis of the
Cadman’s Cottage archaeological project. A conservation
plan for the site has nearly been completed by Bronwyn
Conyers (Central Regional Resources Co-ordinator) and
will propose permanent display of the archaeological
finds.

Other conservation plans currently being prepared in
conjunction with district offices include: La Perouse/ Bare
Island, Kunderang Homestead (in Oxley Wild Rivers
National Park), Willandra Homestead, several buildings at
Hill End, and in Kosciosko National Park.

The Federal Natural Resources Management Strategy for
the Murray-Darling Basin has funded the Branch to
undertake a project to develop a geographic information
system (GIS) for archaeological sites. As part of this
project the Branch will be undertaking an intensive survey
of historical and Aboriginal heritage sites in Yathong
Nature Reserve, between Hillstone and Cobar. The project
will record the distribution of cultural sites in relation to a
variety of environmental and land-system variables, as
well as examining the relationship between the two types
of resources. This will provide a basis for predictive
modelling of site distributions for other areas with similar
geomorphology and historic development.

Several other projects have been put to NRMS for
funding. Those of most importance for historical
archaeology include a study of historic land-use patterns,
and a survey of riparian archaeological sites, including
remains of shipwrecks and riverside sites.

Other NPWS offices have been active in historic resource
management. Consultant Jillian Comber has been hired to
do a survey of parts of the Great North Road. Heather
Burke and Luke Godwin are close to completing a
detailed survey of the Newnes shale oil processing works.
Site stabilisation and interpretation works are being
installed at Davidson whaling station. A series of
excavations have been carried out within the homestead at
Throsby Park, with promising results.

If you have any enquiries about these projects or other
matters please contact Denis Gojak, NPWS Historical
Archacologist on (02) 585 6469

News from the Department of Planning

The appointment of Helen Temple, former Depuly
Manager of the Heritage and Conservation Branch of the
Department of Planning to the position of Deputy
Director of the Historic Houses Trust leaves a significant
gap at the Department as regards archaeology at middle
management level. Lisa Newell, historical archaeologist
and former Curator of Engincering at the Powerhouse
museum is now working part-time at the branch, together
with Siobhan Lavelle, background both NPWS and the
National Trust, appointed on a short-term contract.

Excavations in Progress

After the hyperactivity of recent years urban excavations
are at a low level, partly because of the sluggish economy,
but also because of the requirements of post-excavation
analyses. Recent major excavations and new contracts
(Lilyvale, Pitt St., Parramatta, the Mint, Hyde Park
Barracks and First Government house finds analysis
contracts) have absorbed most available personnel.
































































































