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OBITUARY

It is with the deepest regret that we announce the
untimely death of Dr Brian Davey, Senior Lecturer in
Soil Science at Sydney University in February this year.

For the past fifteen years Brian was not only an
enthusiastic and supportive friend and teacher of
Historical Archaeology, but an active and innovative
researcher within this field.

His first contact with the subject came in 1974 with the
salvage excavation of Old Sydney Burial Ground,
subsequently he contributed his extensive knowledge of
Australian soils both directly and through his own
students to significant historic sites in Parramatta and
Sydney city, to First Government House, to a study of
Camden Park winery, and especially to the on-going
Regentville research programme. His contribution
included the supervision of postgradvate students
working on subjects as diverse as Hill End goldmining
sites and wall plaster at Pompeii.

As he became more familiar with archaeological
problems he was able increasingly to adapt his expertise
in Australian soils and related areas to deal with them,
and pioneered an interdisciplinary approach which has
already taken soil studies on Australian historical sites
well beyond comparable work overseas. His most
recent publication ‘The Soil and Pollen Analysis of Part
of the Gardens of First Government House, Sydney’ is
to be found in the current issue of the ASHA Journal.

He gave especially warmly and freely of his time,
energy and knowledge to students. As a friend he will
be sadly missed by all members of ASHA who knew
him well; his promising and innovative contribution to
archaeology will certainly survive him,

THE STATE OF THE ART

New South Wales:

Excavations at the Lilyvale Hotel Site, The Rocks

The site of the Lilyvale Hotel and its associated terrace
cottages on Cumberland Street has been continuously
occupied throughout the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries by working class people - for example a
mariner, a confectioner, a midwife. The archaeological
excavation (February to April) has been funded by the
developer, CRI Project Management Pty Ltd.

The aims of the programme are to examine the view
that life in this area of the Rocks was - as it has
traditionally been described - squalid and poverty
stricken. Four sources of information are being used in
the historical archaeological investigation. First,
intensive archival research has been undertaken to
produce a detailed profile of the people who inhabited
the site and to outline the development of the site over
time.

Secondly, the structural evidence of the buildings has
been examined for evidence both of change and of use.

Thirdly, sub-floor occupation deposits comprising both
cultural material and traces of organic remains have
been recorded and removed: these are seen as the most
direct evidence of the occupation providing information
on what was available to the residents and also how
they used it. Further analysis of this material will
provide evidence of occupational sequences and room
uses, buying patterns, and leisure activities. The
artefacts from this source have been numerous,
attractive and varied.

Finally excavations are now being undertaken in the
backyards of the terraces to examine the way in which




















































































