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The following lectures have been arranged for 1986 and "ill be held

at the Royal Australian Historical Society, 133,Macquarie Street,Sydney.

All lectures are on Tuesday evening at 6.15pm,followed by light

refreshments at the conclusion of the lECture.All welcome.

11 February Wendy Thorp: "Goat Island :pust present ,future".

18 r~arc h Damaris Bairstoy: IIfl'hc Aust:ralian Agric ultural Compuny

at Port Stephens: a pioneer settlement".

22 April Edward Higginbotham: "The exc avat ion of a 1790 settlement

•
at Parramatta".

17 June Helen Temple: Title to be announced

(Aspects of Ms. Temple's Churchill Fellowship

visits to the USA and Britain to study heritage

conservation and site interpretation)

8 July J.\-linston-Gregson : "Bowman Cottage,Richmond".

16 September Judy Birmingham: "Regentville and the colonisation of

the County of Cumberland".

11 November Graham Connah: "Hat er power in 19th century Australia:

a case study".

ASHA CONFEREIlCE 1986

11-13 July at the University of New England ,Armidale,New South Hales.

































































ASHA PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE

The following publications are
available from ASHA.

LithGow Pottery: a source book (Part TT)
$5.00

Windsor Barracks: the guard
$3.00

Kate Holmes,
house---

Maureen Byrne, Ross Bridge, Tasmania
$3.00

Eleanor Crosby, Survey and excavation at
For,t Dundas, Melville Island, Northern
Territory $5.00

Marjorie Graham, Printed ceramics in
Australia $3.00

R.V.J. Varman, The Marseilles or French
pattern tile in Australia $3.00

Judy Birmingham & Carol Liston,
Old Sydney Burial'Ground 1974

$3.00

had been marked out before the start of
work. Augering had revealed the depth
to which the topsoil could be removed
hdthout arcilaeological supervision. Below
this, excavation was by archaeological
methods until the now easily identifi­
able clay was reached.

Whilst the procedure adopted may
appear rough, it proved to be highly
successful. If anything. it erred on
the side of caution, Some of the areas
identified as Grade 1 deposits proved to
be less sensitive than anticipated. On
the other hand, mechanical excavation in
the Grade 3 sections revealed nothing of
archaeological importance. The proce­
dure was also time effective. Documen­
tary and graphic research had taken a
day. The second day was spent marking
out the trench line and augering. The
archaeologist still had one day in which
to commence excavation of Grade I sec­
tions. The procedure also enabled the
archaeologist to maximize his effective­
ness at the time of mechanical trenching.
This could proceed with minimum interfe­
rence while slower techniques were
limited to areas of proven sensitivity.
The method would not work if the deposit
was sensitive for the full length of the
proposed supply line, but in such a case
the archaeologist would have established,
rather than just surmized, the nature of
that deposit. n.B.
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Any artifact located within the soil core
,,,as noted. On the basis of the informa'­
tion revealed, the supply line could be
graded into:
1. Areas of extreme archaeological sen­
sitivity to be excavated by hand.
2. Areas of some sensitivity where
mechanical trenching could proceed
subject to archaeological supervision.
3. Areas of little or no archaeological
sensitivity where mechanical trenching
could proceed without supervision.

Thus the archaeologist had determined,
with greater accuracy than mere predic­
tion based on historic records, those
areas which could be dug mechanically,
which enabled him to concentrate his
attention on the sensitive sections.

In Grade 3 areas, the supply line was
dug with a tractor-mounted trencher. The
ooerator could identify these sections
f~om the numbered trench markers.

For areas 2, a hand-held trencher was
employed. With this, the operator was
more aware of subsurface changes and
could vary his depth or turn the machine
off more quickly than with the heavy-duty
trencher. This machine was used, for
example, in the sections illustrated
above where augering had revealed but
failed to penetrate calcarenite rubble
found in association with early 19th
century ceramics some 20Omm. below the
surface. The operator was asked to
remove the topsoil so that the nature of
the calcarenite could be determined.
While this was proceeding, the archaeolo­
oist was free to work on the Grade 1
~ections. The calcarenite proved to be
debris from dressing ashlars. The depo­
sit was, on average, lOOmm. thick. The
hand-held trencher was then set to this
depth so that the deposit beneath the
calcarenite might be revealed but not
disturbed. For most of its length, the
calcarenite was immediately above virgin
clay but in one section the cover,-stone
of a drain was revealed. That section
was set aside for Grade 1 treatment.

Two labourers were detailed to assist
in excavating the Grade 1 areas. Trenches
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