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The second year of our existence sees a further extensiop.
of, the So,oiety' s coverage of the field of historical archaeo~ogy

in Australia. \'1e are nOH inc"reasingly in touch Hith events J..:n
;. Victoria (",hence comes neHS of excavations in progress, one of
a ghost gold··mining tot-ln, one of' an old mill - more net'1S in due
course) and in South Australia, as Hell as 'continuin~ to hear
detailed reports of W.A.'s exciting new worK on all fronts -
local museums, site exploration by land, and underwater excavation.
\'Ie no" have a liaison "lith Canada and the U.S.A. and in this
and subsequent issues hope to include a selection of'items
from the varied range of literature and letters now arriving
from all parts of Australia as "ell as tJ-.'" States.' '

Two neH sections appear in this issue. Section VII
contains a precis of J.V.S. Mega,,'s interesting address to
the Society in October last on excavations at Captain COOk'S
"Landing Place, Kurnell, and Section VI, called Huse~~'an~

.Historic Parks, ",ill give detailed info'rmation about a quite
,: arbitrary selection of museum collections or historic parks from

literature sent in or from personal visits, given for the benefit
of those working on special topics - or just planning a trip.

:.' From'Canada comes news of a project very relevant to us in
Australia. The Canadian Inventory of Historic Building is a

. -ten-year computer1sed progra~ne for an arch~tecturdl ~nventory~

'.' The first phase records the exteriors of 100,000 buildin~s in
five years; the second phase describes the i~teriors ~nd

architectural details of 10,000 buildings chosen fro~ th= result3
of phase 1; and in the third phase some 2,000 structuL'l'S

'will be selected from phase 2 and desc~ibed with measured
drawings and structural studies. In a final phase,

·researchers vlill look into to~·m and city records to determine
. the building date, a~chitect' and original ONner of each
.~tructure. Its aim is to make information at present hidden

I··in archives available to those 'involved in city planning,
building and demolition, and to avoid the piecemeal destruction
of'concentrations of historic structures. The procedure involves

.'the appl~cat~on of some 70 categories to the exterior of the
building each ansl<ering the question ;;",hat kind of" - e.g. ",hat

;kind of wall construction, window trim etc. A survey team of
40 students is already at "lark in 24 cities, and the
'programme t·/as launched in 1970 by tl1e National Hi.storic Sites
Service (Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development).
(Nat. Rist. Parks Ne"s, 4, 1970).
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The Sydney development this year of two Adult Education
courses desicned each to excavate and research a sinele historic
building (cf. Section III) represents just about an exactly .

· opposite approach, in terms of scale at least. Several Facultl€~

· of Architecture in different states here have selected the
"recordin~ and plan~ing of doomed histor:-ic buildings as topics
for student theses. The Hark of the South Australian Institute
of Technology has been particularly significant, Hith its studies
of country pubs, Hount Torrens, and specific buildings in
Adelaide in their social and economic conteAt; and the University
of N.S.vl. Faculty of Architecture has also become active in this

.,





























•

\ 'It;\\ Uf.'''lll't.1 llll,: \il' 'til 11l1\\I.L"

sr'r:Ill n:r."i!'"
J=. N ....._l'i ..utl:. _ W.loea

Qlr:ott:E.:r
::. :..,.w_. :: .. ",11; '. •...... Iu




