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This is an enthralling work, largely for the general US reader,
but with sufficient information to be used as an undergraduate
textbook. Of the 17 chapters five deal with the ‘deeper past’
and nine with the “recent past’, i.e. the period after European
settlement. The archacology of the twentieth century is
noticeably absent, as usual. The material of most interest to
ASHA members will probably be the nineteenth-century
chapters (12 to 15), which draw upon the authors’ own
research. But there is something for everybody: Indigenous
ceremonial sites, clay pipes, teacups, burials, privies, button-
making, garden plots, wharf-construction, even a seventeenth-
century Dutch ship.

The authors have a pleasant style, similar to that used in,
say, the National Geographic, and they intersperse little biog-
raphies of the archacologists whose work they are discussing.
So we learn that Diana Wall. along with Nan Rothschild, ran
the first professional excavation in New York City, the Stadt
Huys Block, in 1979. Anne-Marie Cantwell is more mysteri-
ous, being mentioned only once in the book, but she is obvi-
ously as a good a synthesiser as her co-author.

Information about the “deeper past’, i.e. the Paleoindian
phases, is derived largely from the work of early, non-profes-
sional, archaeologists, digging at a time when New York was
still undeveloped. Such people are usually dismissed as ‘anti-
quarian’ or amateur. They were both those things and fre-
quently destructive too, but our authors kindly describe them
as “avocational’. It is thanks to the avocationals that we know
anything at all about the early human presence along the east-
ern coast and rivers from 11 000 BP.

We are better informed about the “Woodland’ phases
(2700-400 BP), studied more professionally and within a
broader academic context. Cantwell and Wall plump for a
limited form of sedentism-cum-horticulture, which was cata-
strophically affected by the European presence. The period of
actual coexistence between Indigenous and colonial is treated
in great detail (ch. 8) and T was fascinated by the triangular
trade in wampum, the tubular shell beads which the Dutch and
English bought or extorted from the coastal people to use as
currency for the purchase of furs from the inland. Within
decades, wampum was being manufactured by white women
from imported Caribbean shell, thus removing the coastal peo-
ples’ sole remaining economic asset.

This is very much a social history, with considerable
emphasis being laid on the daily lives of the various groups
under consideration. Though the authors don’t spell this out,
many aspects of New York are common to all colonial soci-
eties, from Peru to Perth: the mixture of peoples, the adapta-

tion to and of the environment, the attempts to retain elements
of traditional life, the near-extinction of the Indigenous people
and their tenacious survival. One additional element in the
Americas is the presence of enslaved Africans, almost from
the start of European colonisation. At first the enslaved dwelt
alongside their owners in the place of work, but in the nine-
teenth century they moved to separate areas, as did most other
workers, accentuating the contraction of the domestic circle
from extended to near-nuclear family, Although emancipation
occurred in 1827, the ‘Jim Crow’ laws in the later nineteenth
century imposed a de facto apartheid, both economic and geo-
graphic.

The high point of this book, and fittingly its final chapter,
is an account of the rediscovery and excavation of the eigh-
teenth-century ‘Negro Burial Ground” in 1991-1992. At least
400 bodies were uncovered and an estimated 200 more left
undisturbed. As the authors point out, everything about this
excavation illustrates both the achievements and the probiems
of archaeology. Since the book was published new discover-
ies have come to light, in the former *‘Commons” area, which
extends south of the Burial Ground into the Five Points, New
York’s equivalent of Sydney’s The Rocks.

The area has been found to contain many burials, some of
which may be those of Africans. Others may be those of the
indigent, the prisoners of war or the criminals who died in the
various institutions built on the site prior to the ‘Tweed’
County Courthouse of the 1860s. These burials have been
exposed and resealed without any further analysis, causing
much dismay among the city’s archaecologists and general
community (see Archacology 55.4, July-August 2002 and its
website www.archacology.org).

Unearthing Gotham is of great value in organising and
bringing out the results of excavation reports, which are
mostly available only from Government repositories. [t is
interesting, lucid and conscientious. It is at pains to situate the
archaeology of New York within current theory and practice.
The technical descriptions are superbly clear and the whole
thing 1s a good serious read—a shade too serious perhaps, the
only approximation to levity being in its title. The only faultl
have with it is that it is somewhat parochial. | have learned
nothing about how New York compares with, say, Boston, or
Baltimore, let alone Cape Town or Melbourne. The bibliogra-
phy is almost 100% US-oriented—though it is good to see
Alan Mayne cited for his work on ‘slums’. For readers of this
Journal that is not a problem and certainly this is a book one
can recommend to any practitioner, teacher or student of his-
torical archaeology.
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Nigel Prickett, The archaeology of New Zealand shore
whaling. New Zealand Department of Conservation,
Wellington, 2002; available from DOC Science Publica-
tions, PO Box 10420, Wellington NZ, www.doc.govt.nz;
151 pp.; ISBN 0 478 22208 4.

Shore whaling in Australia and New Zealand has a significant
shared heritage, with European and indigenous individuals,
ships and commercial operations appearing repeatedly in both
places. The strength of the connection has often been
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remarked upon. Mark Staniforth and Susan Lawrence
expanded their proposed research project on the archacology
of whaling in Australia to include New Zealand as its omission
would have made little sense. It is therefore pleasing to wel-
come this thorough, well researched and presented volume to
the growing corpus of data on Australasian whaling.

Nigel Prickett has prepared what can be considered a com-
plete survey of New Zealand’s historic shore-based whaling
stations. The bulk of the report is an inventory of the known










