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Anne-Marie Cantwell and Diana diZerega Wall, 
Unearthing Gotham: The Archaeology of New York a@. 
Yale University Press New Haven and London, 2001; 
x f 373 pp.; hardback; ISBN 0-300-08415-3, 
This 1s an enthralltng work, largely for the general US reader, 
but with sufficient information to be used as an undergraduate 
textbook. Of the 17 chapters five deal w~th the 'deeper past' 
and nlne w~th the 'recent past', i.e the perlod after European 
settlement. The archaeology of the hvent~eth century 1s 
nohceably absent, a5 usual. The matenal of most mterest to 
ASHA members w ~ l l  probably be the nmeteenth-century 
chapters (12 to 15), wh~ch draw upon the authors' own 
research But there is somethmg for everybody: Indigenous 
ceremon~al slte8, clay ptpes, teacups, burials, pnvles, bunon- 
maktng, garden plots, wharf-construct~on, even a seventeenth- 
century Dutch ship. 

The authors have a pleasant style. similar to that used m, 
say, the National Geographzc, and they Intersperse llttle blog- 
raphies of the archaeologists whose work they are discussmg. 
So we leam that D~ana Wall, along wrth Nan Rothschild, ran 
the herst profess~onal excavation in New York Clty, the Stadt 
Huys Block, in 1979. Anne-Marie Cantwell is more mysteri- 
ous, beurg mentioned only once m the book, but she is obvl- 
ously as a good a synthesiser as her co-author. 

lnformat~on about the 'deeper past', 1.e the Paleoindian 
phases, 1s derived largely from the work of early, non-profes- 
sional, archaeologists, digging at a tlme when New York was 
snll undeveloped. Such people are usually dism~ssed as 'antt- 
quanan' or amateur. They were both those thlngs and fre- 
quently destructive too, but ow authors kmdly describe them 
as 'avocahonal'. It is thanks to the avocatlonals that we know 
anything at all about the early human presence along the east- 
ern coast and rivers from 11 000 BP. 

We are better Informed about the 'Woodland' phases 
(270M00 BP), studled more professionally and withln a 
broader academ~c context. Cantwell and Wall plump for a 
lmted form of sedentism-cum-hornculture. which was cata- 
stropbcally affected by the European presence. The penod of 
actual coexistence between Indieenous and colon~al is treated 
m great deta~l (ch. 8) and I was fascinated by the biangular 
trade m wampum, the tubular shell beads wh~ch the Dutch and 
Enghsb bought or extoned from the coastal people to use as 
currency for the purchase of furs fmm the Inland Wtthn 
decades; wampum was bemg manufactured by white women 
from im~oned Canhhean shell. thus removme the coastal aeo- - 
pies' sole remalnrng economlc asset. 

This is very much a social history, wlth cons~derahle 
emphasis being lard on the dally livesof the various groups 
under cons~derat~on. Though the authors don't spell thts out, 
many aspects of New York are common to all colonial som- 
eties, from Peru to Perth: the nuxture of peoples, the adapta- 

Nigel Prickett, The archaealogy of New Zedand shore 
whaling. New Zealand Department of Conservation, 
Wellington, 2002; available from DOC Science Pnblica- 
tions, PO Box 10420, Wellington NZ, www.doc.govt.nz; 
151 pp.; ISBN 0 478 22208 4. 
Shore whalmg in Australia and New Zealand has a signlficaut 
shared hentage, wlth European and Indigenous mndlv~duals, 
sh~ps and commercial operations appearing repeatedly m both 
places. The strength of the connection has often been 

tion to and of the environment, the attempts to retain elements 
of traditional life, the near-extinction of the Indigenous people 
and their tenacious survival. One additional element in the 
Americas is the presence of enslaved Africans, almost from 
the start of European colonisation. At f ~ s t  the enslaved dwelt 
alongside their owners in the place of work, but in the nine 
teenth century they moved to separate areas, as did most other 
workers, accentuating the contraction of the domestic circle 

graphic. 
The high point of this book, and fittingly its final chapter; 

is an account of the rediscovery and excavation of the eigh- 

undisturbed. As the authors point out, everything ahout 
excavation illustrates both the achievements and the probl 
of archaeology. Since the hook was published new disco 

York's equivalent of Sydney's The Rocks. 

community (see Archaeology 55.4, July-August 
website www.archaeology.org). 

Unearthing Gotham is of great value in o~ganising 
bringing out the results of excavation reports, which 
mostly available only from Government repositories. 

have with it is that it is somewhat parochial. I have I 
nothing about how New York compares with, say, Bos 

Journal that is not a problem and certainly this is a bo 
can recommend to any practitioner, teacher or student 
torical archaeology. 

remarked upon. Mark Staniforth and Susan 

come this thorough, well researched and p 
the growing corpus of data on Australasian 

stations. The hulk of the report is an inventory of 






