











Monetary

The Monetary category accounted for two types of artefacts:
legal tender. and merchant tokens from colonial businesses.
Three British coins were recovered from excavation trenches
at the Ross Female Factory (Figure 3). One copper-alloy
penny was found within the eastern room of the Assistant
Superintendent’s Quarters of Area B (Table 3). Depicting a
female bust, this coin was identified as a Victorian Era issue.
On the reverse, the date 1866 could be discerned. The
presence of a post-Factory period coin within the earthen floor
of the Assistant Superintendent’s Quarters suggested this
structure had probably experienced some occupation or use
after closure of the Female Factory. Therefore artefactual
materials recovered from these earthen floors were less
directly associated with the Ross Factory inhabitants,

Context 1020, an underfloor deposit within the Crime
Class Dormitory of Area A. contained a highly oxidized
copper-alloy coin (Table 2). Inscribed with a laureate bust, and
the word *...ORGIUS’. no date could be read on the reverse of
this coin (Figure 3). Comparative stylistic analysis of coins
issued during the reign of George I1I identified this artefact as
a British copper penny, part of the fourth issue from Matthew
Boulton’s Soho mint in Birmingham (Seaby 1961: 32; Cooper
1983: 21). This penny best matched the diameter
measurement of those issued during 1806. Since it was
recovered from context 1020, an Area A underfloor deposit
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Figure 3: Top: British coins from the Ross Collection.
AP 97 & Bottom: merchant tokens (Area B). Drawings by Russdl
Warman.
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stratigraphically linked to the female-occupation period, its
presence could reflect the illicit possession of legal tender b
a female convict accommodated within the Crime Clas
Dormitory.

Within Area C, a copper-alloy 1823 George IV Britist
farthing was recovered from the first-floor horizon of the
central solitary cell (Table 5). This artefact was recovered i
good condition, with only a slight degree of oxidisation
obscuring its surfaces (Figure 3). Stylistic analysis suggested
this coin had been printed during the Soho mint o
Birmingham’s first issue for George I'V, which ran from 182i
to 1826 (Seaby 1966: 212). The location of this coin suggestel
it had been deposited during female-convict occupation of the
site.

The colonial economy thrived on a second layer d
material exchange. A general dearth of legal currency withis
Van Diemen’s Land encouraged the development of economi
networks of semi-legal barter throughout the colony. Although
the majority of Van Diemen’s Land tokens originated i
Hobart, copper-alloy merchant tokens were issued by 20
different businesses located in six different towns around th
island (McNeice 1969: 68). Van Diemen’s Land token
typically came in denominations of either one penny or ong
half penny. They were widely circulated from the early 1850
to 1875, when all non-governmental currency was recalled by
the British Monies Act of 1875, Two of these merchant tokens



were recovered within the Assistant Superintendent’s Quarters
of Area B (Figure 3). As discussed above, the presence of an
1866 Victorian-issue British coin within the earthen floor of
the eastern room indicated a degree of post-Convict Era
occupation of this structure. However, although the two
merchant tokens could not be directly associated with inmates
or staff of the Female Factory, they do suggest that some
Factory or post-Factory inhabitants acknowledged, and likely
participated in. the semi-legal economy of mid-nineteenth-
century Van Diemen’s Land.

The first token was recovered from a deposit of dark
brown silt that had accumulated within the underbarrel drain
. of Area B. Approximately 28 mm in diameter. this merchant
token had been issued by OIf H. Hedeberg, a grocer on Argyle
Street in central Hobart Town. Named the *Swedish House.’
Hedeberg's business catered to a particular ethnic minority
amongst the free settlers.

The second token was recovered from the earthen floor of
the western room inside the Assistant Superintendent’s
Quarters. This copper-alloy token had been issued by R.
Andrew Mather, a leading draper and clothier of Hobart Town.
The Mather token was 33 mm in diameter. It appeared to be
thicker in cross-section, and stamped with less detail than the
Hedberg token. Although these differences might have
reflected variations in the manufacture process, a similar
Mather token recovered from Port Arthur—a male-convict
site on the Tasman Peninsula of Van Diemen’s Land—did not
show similar signs of substandard manufacture (McGowan
1985: 33, 116). Recovered from a post-1848 domestic deposit
inside ‘Lithend,” a staff cottage within the Port Arthur penal
tompound, this Lithend Mather token was similar in size,
thickness and clarity of design details to the Hedeberg token
fiom the Ross Factory collection. Tasmanian numismatist
Roger McNeice observed that the Mather token was
frequently forged. Although these illegal copies were usually
stamped in lead, other metal fabrics were also used. Thus, it is
possible that the Mather token recovered from the Ross
Factory Assistant Superintendent’s Quarters was a forgery,
although post-depositional impacts cannot be fully dismissed.

Social Control

The category of Social Control consisted of objects related to
the physical enforcement of domination. Three types of such
artefacts were found within Factory related deposits. Ferrous
chain links were recovered from all three excavation areas.
The greatest concentration (524.20 g) of these artefacts was
found within underfloor and demolition deposits on the
interior of the Crime Class Dormitory (Table 2). This evidence
could suggest that these chain links entered the site after
closure of the Factory in 1855. Rather than relating to the
exercise of social control, they might have served some
structural or demolition related function. Within Area C, 67.39
grams of ferrous chain links were recovered from the first-
Hloor horizon, and 40.40 grams from the northern exterior of
the cellblock (Table 5). No ferrous chain links were recovered
within the Hiring Class Dormitory and only 37.13 grams
- found  within  the eastern room of the Assistant
- Superintendent’s Quarters (Table 3).

~ Two other objects related to social control were recovered
from Area B. One ferrous padlock was recovered from the
eastern room of the Assistant Superintendent’s Quarters.
Hewily oxidised, it was intact, heart-shaped and weighed
156.67 grams.

Finally, a ferrous gun-powder musket flask was recovered
from silt deposits within the underbarrel of the sandstone drain
system on the exterior of the Hiring Class Dormitory of Area
B (Table 4). Capped with a copper-alloy self-measuring
| elease valve spout, this pear-shaped artefact was
|

manufactured from 1750 to the late nineteenth-century (Held
and Jenkins 1959: 134). Heavy oxidisation of the ferrous body
of this artefact obscured identification details, including any
distinguishing military insignia or decorative marks.

This ferrous artefact was recovered from context 2026, a
brown alkaline silt deposited within the base of the Area B
drain underbarrel. It was located approximately 70 cm into the
course of the box-drain. Context 2026 was an alluvial silt, and
had accumulated through the normal functioning of the drain
system in Area B. These drains were installed in 1841, during
expansion of the penal site to provide accommodation for
male Road Gang convicts. After closure of the Factory in
1854, the drains were no longer maintained regularly. Since
seasonal floods of the Macquarie River frequently inundate
the site, the drain underbarrel would have rapidly clogged
with alluvial sediments. Thus, the musket flask probably
related to one of the convict periods of site occupation.
Depositing this flask within the drain underbarrel would have
required raising the heavy sandstone drain bowl. Thus, the
musket flask appeared to be intentionally hidden deep within
the drain underbarrel—a rather inconspicuous and
inappropriate location for a container of gunpowder within a
penal institution.

Structural

Structural materials consisted of artefacts related to the
physical fabric of Factory buildings, architectural features,
and furnishings. The functional category included: terracotta
brick, mortar/plaster, ferrous nails. ferrous other (screws,
bolts, nuts, wire, flat fragments, and unidentified fragments),
copper other (wire, flat fragments, and unidentified
fragments), lead, sandstone cobblestones, slate, timber
(fragments of joists, beams or roof shingles). clear lamp glass
and clear window glass. By weight. the ‘Structural’ category
formed a dominant component of the recovered artefactual
assemblage in all three excavation areas. Although more
research must be completed to comparatively analyse
materials from this category, some preliminary trends can be
discussed.

The greatest concentration of structural materials was
recovered from mixed underfloor-demolition contexts within
the Crime Class Dormitory of Area A (Table 2). While this
result was in itself unremarkable, the particularly high
frequency of clear window glass present in this stratigraphic
layer (500.73 g) corroborates with documentary evidence for
the installation of paned windows in the convict dormitories in
1847, in preparation for the Female Factory occupation
period. Within Area C, a relatively high amount of clear
window-glass (219.84 g) was also recovered from the
southern exterior of the Solitary Cells (Table 5). Extrapolating
from contemporary penal design, the southern windows were
most likely small and rectangular, installed just below ceiling
level to provide necessary air circulation, while limiting visual
stimulation and preventing escape (Evans 1982).

Although a far greater amount of structural materials was
recovered from the interior, versus exterior, of the Crime Class
Dormitory, the opposite trend appeared in the Hiring Class
region of Area B (Table 4). The exterior of the Crime Class
Dormitory yielded 188.17 grams of structural artefacts, while
excavations of the exterior pathway and drain system of the
Hiring Class produced 491.53 grams of these materials, or
approximately 2.6 times more structure-related artefacts. This
discrepancy could represent a combination of causes,
including differences in the process of demolition employed
on the two dormitories during later periods of site occupation,
or increased robbing and recycling of structural materials from
the Hiring Class Dormitory building. Further research is
required to adequately evaluate these results.
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DISCUSSION

Results of this functional analysis present some interesting
inter-regional material patterns. Comparison of all three
excavation arcas demonstrates that both the greatest amount
and greatest functional diversity of artefacts were recovered
from the Main Compound of the Factory (Tables 2 to 4), as
opposed to the Solitary Cells (Table 5). Although this is a
rather predictable distribution pattern, it is nonetheless worth
noting the significant amount and diversity of cultural
materials recovered from the Solitary Cells—that region of the
site dedicated to the enforcement of austere disciplinary
deprivation.

Within  the Main  Compound, the Assistant
Superintendent’s Quarters (Table 3) contained the greatest
diversity of cultural materials. Unfortunately, this region of the
site was also related to the Factory-occupation period with the
least degree of certainty. The brick Assistant Superintendent’s
Quarters was originally constructed for the accommodation of
male convicts during the Bridge Gang occupation period of the
early 1830s. Stratigraphic evidence suggests that unlike the
Crime Class and Hiring Class Dormitories, the earthen-floored
Quarters had never been installed with wooden floorboards
during preparations for the establishment of the Female
Factory in 1847. Thus, the earthen floors of the excavated east
and west rooms most likely held a mixture of pre-1848 and
Factory-related artefacts. Finally, as presented earlier, the
recovery of an 1866 Victorian penny within the eastern room
deposits also suggested a significant degree of post-Factory
impact on this structure.

The two regions of the site predominantly occupied by
female convicts were the Crime Class Dormitory (Table 2)
and the Solitary Cells (Table 5). Comparison of results from
these two areas reveals that materials from the two functional
categories related to personal appearance, Adornment and
Clothing, appeared to be concentrated within the Crime Class
Dormitory. With the significant exception of buttons,
Clothing-related artefacts were recovered in greater number,
weight and diversity from the Dormitory. All seven beads
recovered at the Ross Factory were found in the Dormitory
underfloor deposits; no Adornment-related artefacts occurred
within the Solitary Cells.

Finally, materials from the Indulgence category were
recovered in greatest concentration from the Solitary Cells. As
presented before this pattern might reflect a lack of disposal
alternatives within the Cells. Although detailed evidence for
the acquisition and transport of these illicit artefacts can be
found in other sources (Casella 2000; Casella 2001b), it is
worth noting that the archacological presence of olive-glass
alcohol bottles and kaolin tobacco pipes might materially
signify internal networks of covert blackmarket exchange.
These ‘illicit objects’ could therefore reflect subversions of the
boundaries, fencelines and architectural isolation of the Ross
Factory. Ultimately, the high presence of forbidden
‘indulgences’ in Area C suggests that female convicts
sentenced to periods of ‘separate treatment’ enthusiastically
maintained their access to diverting luxuries.

FUTURE DIRECTIONS

The Ross Factory Archaeology Project was designed to
examine reciprocal power relations as reflected in both the
built environment and the distribution of portable artefacts.
Although results of the functional analysis have illuminated
significant patterns of site use during the Factory-occupation
period, further research could reveal additional aspects of life
within this unique convict site, and would provide new
directions for the archaeology of confinement. Two avenues
seem particularly rich for future study.
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Excavations of the Solitary Cells (Area C) only examined
approximately 17 percent of this important structural feature.
Given this limited sample, one particularly valuable future
direction would be the continued analysis of this region of the
Ross Factory site. Opening further trenches to the north and
south of the Solitary Cells would provide comparative data for
testing interpretations of the internal architecture of the
structure. Interweaving stratigraphic and architectural data, [
have argued that these cells contained two layers of earthen
floor, separated from the entrance level by a drop of at least
30 cm (Casella 1997; Casella 2001¢). However, if these cells
had been originally floored with suspended wooden
floorboards, a common building feature during the mid-
nineteenth-century, it is possible that the stratigraphic contexis
identified as the upper ‘F2’ floor actually represented the
construction surface. In this case, artefacts recovered from this
horizon would have been deposited by the male convict
labourers as they built the sandstone cellblock. Following this
alternative model, the stratigraphic contexts defined as the
lower ‘F1° floor would pre-date the Solitary Cells. Artefacts
recovered from that earlier horizon would represent the
generic scatter of nineteenth-century materials washing
downhill from the Main Compound of the Ross Station during
the 1830s and 1840s.

However, results generated by a functional analysis of the
artefacts recovered from excavations might contradict this
alternate architectural interpretation. In Table 5, results
demonstrate that the First Floor (F1) contained | 411.82 grams
of structural materials, while the Second Floor (F2) yielded
only 671.92 grams. Thus, although structural materials
accounted for a relatively greater component of the total
artefact assemblage in the Second Floor (55% of F2 versus
41% of F1), the First Floor contained twice as many structure-
related artefacts by weight. With no building construction or
demolition activities historically documented in this southem
region of the site before erection of the Solitary Cells in 1851
(Scripps & Clark 1991), this high frequency of structurl
materials in the first-floor horizon could identify that feature
as a combination construction-and-first-occupation floor,
rather than a generic scatter of cultural debris related w0
occupation of the Main Compound before 1851.

By extending excavation trenches to the immediate north
and south of the cellblock, we could evaluate the alternative
archaeological interpretations of Area C. To sustain my
interpretation of two superpositioned floor features within the
cells, the density of artefactual materials would need to
concentrate on the interior of the cells, and diminish to the
northern and southern exteriors. If no change in artefact
density were present, the lower first-floor horizon is mor
likely to represent the ‘background noise’ of secondary
deposition, rather than an architectural floor feature. These
new data would then enable a re-evaluation of physicl
evidence for the presence of cultural deposits and socil
activities within Area C.

Food and the black market economy

Preliminary identification and inventories of ferrous, faund
and ceramic assemblages suggests a significant discrepancy
between the physical evidence for food within convid
dormitories and cells, and the official scale of food rations
calculated by the colonial Convict Department (Scripps &
Clark 1991: 20). Furthermore, in their 1842 testimony to the
Committee of Inquiry into Female Convict Prison Discipling
convict informers explained how their fellow inmates easil
supplemented their officially issued rations through illegd
trade in food (AOT CSO 22/50). A detailed study of faund
materials and ethnobotanical remains from the Ross collectior



would directly investigate this issue of illicit food exchange
within the prison. A detailed specialist analysis of the ferrous
containers and ceramic assemblage recovered from the Crime
Class Dormitory and Solitary Cells would also provide new
data on the procurement and distribution of food within the
Factory. Ultimately, such research would provide further
maerial insight into another means by which female convicts
tmansgressed the disciplinary regulations and spatial barriers
that structured their institutionalised lives.

The Ross Factory Archaeology Project added new
material perspectives to current research debates on Australian
female convicts. Using functional analysis methods developed
in American historical archaecology, this research has
examined the cultural remains related to the Female Factory
‘oceupation period. Results of this analysis provide us with
new physical evidence for both the institutional structures of
tonfinement and the covert aspects of life within the Ross
Factory.
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