
flirtations between Maori and Pakeha were extremely
important for the long-term relations between the two
groups. Such experience provided the mechanisms by which
many potentially influential Maori became worldly ; they
learnt English, and more important, they were able to glean
something of the psychological, economic, technological and
social aspects of Pakeha culture. This transitional period of
contact between whalers and Maori helped to prepare the
Maori for the more significant changes that were to come
later. Thus Maori agriculture adapted to meet the demands
ofa constant stream of whalers landing on the shores of New
Zealand and requiring food. As Morton points out, 'whaling
partially created European agriculture in New Zealand'
(p.314).

Morton displays considerable perception in his treatment
ofthis aspect of the whaling story. Changes in Maori culture
are carefully explained in terms of the complex set of
interrelationships which existed between the Maori,
missionaryand whaler. However, adaptation was not all one­
sided. With the advent of bay-whaling, some whalers
transferred their operations to the shore, so they were forced
to reach accommodations with their indigenous hosts. Inter­
marriage was common, binding Pakeha and Maori together
often to mutual advantage. As whaling disappeared from the
shores of New Zealand, many of these shore-based whalers
turned their hand to other trades and industries which were
to become important in the subsequent history of
colonisation. In this way, farming became an important
activityat Hawkes Bay, Waikouaiti , Riverton, and Kaikoura.

In 1850 whaling in New Zealand was over, but by this
time the Treaty of Waitangi had been signed by the major
Maori chiefs, New Zealand was a British possession and
colonisation had started in earnest. The whaling period had
provided an important respite for the Maori people , since
it had given them sufficient time to adapt, and unlike most
indigenous cultures which suffered from the colonial
experience, a readily identifiable culture has survived,
changed it is true , but one that is recognisably Maori .

The whale's wake is a commendable publication and does
great credit to Harry Morton. He has clearly demonstrated
that whaling and the whalers played a significant role in

establishing the modern state of New Zealand. Yet in spite
of the apparent wealth of information available about
whaling, the author is at pains to indicate that there are still
glaring gaps in our detailed knowledge of the industry; British
Pacific whaling (p.313) is one such example. This book will
no doubt become a basic text for the study of early colonial
history, historical archaeology and Maori history. Students
will be assisted by a comprehensive bibliography and index .

Whaling in southern waters is concerned essentially with the
shore-based whaling stations established from Banks
Peninsula to Bluff, on the east coast of the South Island of
New Zealand, between 1832 and 1850. The book is written
in anecdotal style with plenty of quotations but there is no
analysis. Personalities come and go in the text and there is
no real attempt to evaluate them or to place whaling stations
in historical perspective. Moreover, in places the text is rather
staccato and it is sometimes difficult to follow the author's
thread. Having worked our way through a maze of juicy
titbits about each major whaling station, we are led
expectantly to a chapter boldly headed 'Decline in whaling
trade' which unfortunately turns out to be more of the same,
essentially a commentary on the failure of the Weller
Brothers Station at Otakou. I note, in passing, that the station
at Preservation Inlet, the first whaling station established in
southern New Zealand, is not treated at all by the author.
Perhaps this is because A.C. and N.C. Begghave treated this
station so well in their book Port Preservation.

I find it hard to be kind to an author who treats potentially
excellent data so uncritically. The best that can be said of
his book is that it does have a grand array of plates , a list
of pre- 1848 Otago settlers and visitors at Otago from
1831-1847 (Chapter 9) and there are quotations in the text
and extracts from journals and appendices that might be
useful to students of the whaling industry. I would advise
Tod to read Harry Morton to find out about whaling, and
the Beggs' books for hints on style and presentation of
historical material in a critical but popular format.

Peter J.F Coutts
Victoria Archaeological Survey.
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