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REVIEW

K. H. Kennedy, P. Bell and C. Edmondson, Totley: a
study of the silver mines at One Mile, Ravenswood
District, Department of History, James Cook Uni-
versity of North Queensland, Townsville, 1981; pp. X,
61.

The Department of History at the James Cook Uni-
versity of North Queensland is establishing an envi-
able reputation as the patron of local and regional
history with a strong archaeological flavour. It is also
a vigorous publisher and its publications deserve to
be better known in the south.

The latest publication, and the first monograph, to
appear is a well-presented study of the silver-mines at
Totley, which lies less than two kilometres from Rav-
enswood, the well-known gold-town of the 1870s.
Using documentary research, photographic evidence,
a survey of the surviving physical remains and a mar-
vellous interview with the last owner of the Great
Extended Mine, the Townsville team have done a
pioneering piece of industrial archaeology for North
Queensland.

The surface equipment at the Great Extended is
still as it was when the mine closed in 1965. This
equipment, including a steel headframe, winding gear
and the original diesel engine, was erected at Totley
only in 1949, but, like so much mine equipment, was
in fact second-hand. One of the most telling parts of

the interview with the former owner 1s his description
of how he found the machinery at the Louisa no. 1
mine at Maytown on Cape York Peninsula, took a war
surplus six-wheeled truck north from Chillagoe, cut-
ting his own path for eighty kilometres through the
bush from the Mitchell River to Maytown in 1947 and
carted the dismantled equipment back to the Chilla-
goe railhead in about twenty instalments.

As well as the major remains at the Great Extended
Mine, there are much earlier bases of a flue and two
buddles at the Great Extended Mill of 1889-91. Sub-
stantial footings, mullock and tailings associated with
King’s Mine and Mill of 1880-91 are plotted and
described, while the remains of the township of the
1880s (including a blacksmith’s forge made from a
ship’s water-tank) are discussed briefly. The amount
of smaller, more portable, and thus more vulnerable
equipment still on the sites 1s unremarkable, but
includes a colonial one-cylinder steam engine made in
Monmouthshire, parts of the Cornish lift pump of the
1880s, two kibbles of the 1950s and the Great
Extended safety cages apparently brought from the
Louisa.

The two phases of mining at Totley, in the 1880s
and the 1950s, are very well presented and the rapid
production of this well-illustrated monograph ought
to prod others into publishing the extensive work done
on the industrial archacology of the Eastern States.

R. Ian Juack
University of Sydney.
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